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PREFACE: | 
Aith the great Goſpel! Grace which conſti- 1 
- tutes us Chriſtians: A Chriſtian and Be- 
liever in Scripture are one and the ſame Thing. 
From whence he takes his Name in thoſe Sacred 
Writings ; for Chriſtians are not called Hopers, 
Lovers, or Repenters, but Believers, Acts 5. 14. 
1 Tim, 4. 12. Me are no further Chriſtians than 
we are. true Believers, for Faith i: the Foundation 
al Chriſtianity the immediate Principle of al AFs 
1 Holy Obedience : A Splendid Adion wit hont it is 
1 Moral, but with it, it is Spiritual. "AU the 
At of the New Creature, - acceptable in the Sight 
of God, ſpring from Faith; for without it, it is 
impoſſible to pleaſe God. Where this Grace is, 
there the Goſpel hath come, not only in Word, but 
in Power, and makes it ſpring up in the Heart as 
4 Seed of Immortal Life, Without it the moſt 
pleaſant Liſe of Man is but a Shadow of Life; 
drowned in Carnal Delights, full of Vexation, and 
leading to Eternal Death. This is the Receptive - 
londition of the New Covenant, as Repentarice is 
the Preparative to which there is as much promiſed 
« to the keeping of the whole Law of God; as our 
Veviour aec/ares, Mark 16. 16. He that believes 
„ mall 
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aan be ſaved, bot he that believes not ſhall be 
mned; ard he that repents not ſhall periſh. Luk 

13. 2. Accordingly we find, Acts 20. 20. TY 


Faith” and Repentance were the Sum of th 
ApofHe Paul's Preaching... The Reaſon is pl ein; 


becamſe Faith and Repentance uſt go Hand in 
Hand, for th Faith without Works doth juſtif 
us, yet Faith without Works doth not ſave us. I; 
are juſtified by Faith «lone, like as a Beggar re 
ceiputh an Alms with his Hand only, but that Hand 
is accompanied with the Arm, and the whole Bod), 
fo by Faith we. apprehend Chriſt's Righteauſneſ;, 
but it is attended with Repent ance, and al othr Wi": 
| Graces aud good Works, which do evidence ou ®-.: 


Faith to be true ſaving Faith. | Lt” 1 and 
a eee be lamented, thi WW 
= ry Mizifters never acquaint their Auditors with 


the true Nature of Saving Faith, 27 if there wer: 
' . wo ſuch thing is the Bible? But it being 4 Noll: 
uud Excellent Grace, and of abſolute Neceſſity u : 
'  JSalnatios, it deſerves our ſerious Enquiry into the Wh © 
true Nature of it, and bath drawn oat my Thought ! 


in the enſuing Diſcourſe. ; 
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OF 


SAVING FAITH. 


Ecauſe there is no Saving Grace in the Regenerate 
but the Hypocrite may have it's Counterfeit, 


+ - It is ſaid of Simon Magus, As 8. 13. that he 
Ne helieved, alt ho he was in the gall of bitterneſs and bond of 
| iniquity. And Perſons by a Semblance of Saving Faith, 
Y nay think themſelves ſomething when they are nothing, 
and thereby deceive themſelves, to their Eternal Ruine. 
4! Wberefore I ſhall endeavour to ſhew, 


Hrſt, Negatively, what Saving Faith is not. 
Secandly, Affirmatively, wherein the true Nature of 
it doth confiſt. | | 8 
Thirdly, The Propertys of it. 
Fourthly, How Faith juſtifies. 
| Fifthly, What it is to live by Faith. 


FirF, What Saving Faith is not. Id ia 
It is not an Implicit Faith, to believe as the Church 
belleyes: This the Papiſts ſay is ſufficient for the Laity 
and they mean thereby, that Perſons muſt not under- 
ſtand, or judge for themſelves, but believe for a cer- 
[tain Truth whatſoever their Church reacheth. them, 
becauſe (as they ſay) ſhe is Infallible. But, Roe 
t. This is iaconſiſtent with Humane Nature; for the 
Common People hereby are reckon'd no better than 
brutes, that underſtand not what they do. But Man 
$2 Reaſonable Creature, and it is natural for him, as 
lch, ro underſtand and judge for himſelf; Our Rati- 
Moc | A 3 onal 


Soſpel Truths. 
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onal Faculties are given us to that End. But an 1n. 
run Faith deſtroys this, no Man being the more 
nowing for this Belief. - -- - 

2. This is to believe nothing; for we cannot beliey: 
any thing but as it is accompanied with an Evidence 
whereon it ought to be believed. It is true, we ought 
to believe whatſoever an Infallible Judge teacheth us, 
but we cannot believe Things upon the Authority of 
any, till we know they are lufallible: And before we 
own them for ſuch, we muſt examine whether what they 
teach us doth not contradict either Scripture, Senſe, or 
Reaſon ; for if it contradicts eicher of theſe, it is evident 
it is not of God, therefore not to be believed by us. 
3. This is to put off the Care of our Souls to others, when 
as nothing is more certain than that every Man muſt un- 
derſtand for himſelf, believe for himſelf, obey for him- 
ſelf, and give an Account of himſelf to God. If our 
Teachers be Hereticks,and teach us Damnable Doctrines, 
and we believe thoſe Doctrines becauſe they teach us ſo, 
we ſhall periſh Eternally; for if the Blind lead the Blind, 
both ſhall fall into the Ditch. _ | | 

4+ This is to make the Clergy Lords of aur Faith, and 
to own they have an Authority over the Souls and Con- 
ſciences of Men; which is a Power the Apoſtles them- 
ſelves diſclaimed, 2 Cor. 1. 24. We have not dominion ove 
your Faith, but are helpers of your joy. 

5. An Implicit Faith cannot arrive at thoſe. Ends tor 
which Faith is ordained ; it cannot raiſe the Soul vpto 
a Reliance on the Grace and Mercy of God in Chriſt, 
nor enflame the Heart with Love to God, nor ſanQtihe 
it, nor overcome the World ; for this is by a right Eſti- 
mate of Things in the Heart; whereby it manifeſtly ap- 

ars, that Heavenly Things do. infinitely out-weigh 

arthly Things, and ſhould do ſo in the Minds of Men. 
No Implicit Belief can effet this 

Secondly, Saving Faith is more than a Naked Aſſent to 
hich Faith hath divers Degrees, both 
with Reſpect to the Grounds of it, and allo its . ; 
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gome aſlent to the Truths in the: Scripture upon the 
Church's Tefimony only, and this doth very little influ» 
ence the Will and Affections, or wor k any thing in the 
Liſe, as is manifeſt by many who profeſs to believe the 
Goſpel, and yet live in all manner of Wickedneſs, called 
by the Apoſtle James, A dead Faith. This abounds in 
the World. Others aſſent to the Fruths in the Scrip- 
ture upon Account of their Divine Authority. This 
Aſſent is more firm and operative than the former, and 
hath uſually an Effetual Work: on the Aﬀetions, in 
various Degrees; and produceth many Effects in the: 
Lives of Perſons, yea ſuch that many in whom they are: 
wrought, are (according to the Judgment of Charity) 
to be look d upon as true Believers: Yet this Faith may 
be alone, that is, without a Prineiple of Spiritual Life and 
ſincere Obedience. This Aſſent is uſually called a Tem- 
porary Faith, taken from that Expreſſion of our Saviour, 
Mat. 1 3. 21. He that received the word into ſtony places, &c. 
dureth hut for a while : For it is neither permanent againſt 
Oppoſition; nor will bring any to Eternal Reſt, This. 
Faith is true in its Kind, as to the General Nature of 
Faith, and Saving Faith cannot be without it, but doth. 
not include the whole Nature of it; and this is evident. 
r. Becauſe this Aſſent is an Act of the Underſtanding 
only ; but Saving Faith is an Act of the whole Heart, 
Rom. 10. 10. and is frequently deſcribed by an Act of 
the Will, without which there is no Saving Faith; and 
therefore it is ſet out in Scripture by ſuch Phraſes as im- 
port a Fiducial Act, as a receiving of Chriſt, John 1. 12. 
a believing in him, and on him, Phraſes not found in any 
Heathen Anthor. By a bare Aſſent we may believe 
what is ſaid concerning Chriſt to be true, and yet not he- 
lieve in him: And hence in the Creed it is not only ſaid, 
believe God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, but 1 
God the Father, in Jeſus Chriſt, and in the Holy Ghoſt. 

2. A naked Aſſent is not the Condition of Salvation; 
for this is found in wicked Men, yea in the very Devils 
themſelves, James 2.19. Mart 1. 24. They confeſſed! 

4 A 4 Chriſt 
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Chriſt to be the Holy One of God. It is true, ſons 
Scriptures ſeem to lay much on an Aſſent only; Rom. 10, 
9. 1 John . 1. But theſe Scriptures are not to be under- bie 
ſtood as it a naked Aſſent were the Condition of the New 
Covenant, to which Salvation is annexed; for then a 
Man might be ſaved in his Sins and Rebellion againſt 
God; his Grace might embrace him whöm his Holineſs 
abhors, and Chriſt might ſave him, who will not have 
him to rule over him; all which are impoſſible in them. 
ſelves, and oppoſite to the Deſign of the Goſpel. But 
theſe Texts intend ſuch an Aſſent as is accompanied with 
all that belongs to Saving Faith, a receiving Chriſt not 
only in our Judgments but Wills; acknowledging him 
for our Saviour, reſting on him alone for Salvation, and on 
reſigning our ſelves to his Government. No Wonder 
they deny we are juſtified by Faith alone, who aſlert it 
is no more than a naked Aſſent. 

3. This Aſſent may be where there hath been no pre- 
vious Conviction of Sin and Guilt, which is neceſſary to 
Saving Faith: For as no Man will forſake Sia till he B 
ſenſible of the evil Conſequences of it, ſo none will va- 
tue Chriſt as a Soul-Phyſitian, or go to him when invi- 
ted, ?rill they ſee themſelves loſt without him; and the 
Blood of Chriſt is ſo pretious, that God will not betow 
it where it is not valued. 

4. A naked Aſſentdoth not unite the Soul to Chrill, 
as a Member of his Myſtical Body, without which there 
can be no partaking of his Benefits. He that hath on 
a naked Aſſent to the Truths of the Goſpel, is only ex- 
_ gernally united to Chriſt by a Form of Godlineſs, with- 
out any part in the Merits of Chriſt, or Sanctification 

It is evident therefore that Saving Faith is more than 
a Naked Aſſent to Goſpel Truths. 1 

Thirdly, Saving Faith is leſs than an Aſſurance of the 
Pardon of our Sins, and a Right to Eternal Life. |! 
doth not eſſentially include this in it. Fhe Zatherans Il 
General are, and many great Divines, at the firſt Re- 
formation, ſeemed to be of the Opinion that _ 
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Faith conſiſted in an Aſſurance of Salvation; not hut 
that they included and ſuppoſed thoſe other Acts of Faith 
which are of its Eſſence. It is granted, Saving Faith is 
ſvited unto, aimeth at, and doth ordinarily effect in true 
Believers an Aſſurance of Salvation, who improve their 
Faith, and grow in the Exerciſe thereof. But thoſe that 
ſſert this to be Saving Faith, if they are true Believers, 
re neglective of their own Experience, or know not 
o all the other Acts of Faith, wherein its Eſſence doth 
onſiſt, were included in it. a 

That Saving Faith doth not eſſentially include Aſſu- 
ance is evident. | 

1. Becauſe many Perſons pretend to Aſſurance, who 
lo not ſavingly believe. Nothing more common almoſt 
han for impenitent Sinners to bleſs God, as for other 

ercies, ſo for an aſſured Hope of Glory, as well as the 
teſt Saints; and this Preſumptioa of ſcandalous Sinners 
$a dangerous Deluſion, 

2. To aſſert Aſſurance is Saving Faith, is an unmer- 
ful Opinion, that cuts off all Hopes of Pardon from 

any true Believers that have not Aſſurance. Doubts 
adeed make the Way to Heaven uncomfortable, but not 
paſſable: Many Saints are under Doubcs of their 
ternal Salvation, getting no higher than the Relying 
& of Faith. In Lofant- Believers Aſſurance is not to be 
xpected, becauſe of the Weakneſs of their Graces z and 
well growing Chriſtians it may he ſuſpended by reaſon. 
God's Sovereignity. To aſſert therefore that Saving 
aich includes Aſſurance, would be to condemn the Ge- 
tration of the Righteous, . Nee 

3. Saving Faich goeth before the Pardon of Sin, but 
ſurance follows after it, Acts 13. 39. By him all that 
eve are juſtified. Gal. 2. 16. We have believed, that 
e might be juſtified. Eph. 1. 13. After ye believed 
were ſealed with the Holy Spirit of Fromiſe, not before: 
Ind it cannot be — for to believe my Sins are 


given; that they may be forgiven is)abſurd, and to 
ive my Sins are pardoned before they are forgiven is 


-0 


believe a Lie. 4 Faith 


[6] 
. Faith juſtifiesus before God, Aſſurance is only 4 
Senſe of it in our own Conſciences, Gal. 2. 16. A Man 
w: juſtified by the Faith of Jeſus Chriſt. He doth not ſay 
Faith declaret a Man juſtified, but it juſtifies. If we ad. 
mit not this Diſt inction we open a Door to Antinomiaſn, 
and then wicked Men that have moſt Confidence ſhould 
have moſt Faith. | 
5, Faith is a permanent Thing, an Immortal Secd, 
a Mell of living water, ſpringing up to eternal life : But Aſſu. 
rance 15 tranſient, and' may be loſt, the Spirit may 
withdraw his Comforts, and will certainly do ſo when 
Believers have been guilty of ſcandalous Sins. Therefore 
if Faith be Aſfurance, a Believer may finally be an Apo- 
ſtate, and'the'DoArine of the Saints Perſeverance fall 
to the Ground. ſt 

6. Faith unites us to Chriſt, out of whoſe Fulneſs ve 
receive Grace for Grace, but Affurance follows after the 
Train of Graces; which is evident if we conſider how 
Aſſurance is produced in the Soul. It is not by Enthuſ- 
a/m,. but in a way of Argumentation: The Spirit ſo ir- Wnot 
radiates Grace in the Heart, that it plainly appears to for 
the Soul to be there of a Truth; and Grace being accom- ¶ put 
panied with Salvation, the Soul concludes from thence Wdrin 
the Divine Favour. Wh 

7. Faith looks off from our ſelves to Jeſus Chriſt, but Gra 
in Aſſurance we look into our ſelves and reflect upon our ratie 
own Eſtate. Saving Faith includes an Act of Depen- Neete 
dance on Chriſt, but Aſſurance is a Senſe of our (air len 
Condition ariſing from that Dependance. So that it dt en 
dently appears that Saving Faith may be wbere Aſſurance ha 
is not ſuperadded. ; 

Having thus ſeen what Faith is not, I come 
Secondly, To ſhew wherein the true Nature of it dot 
conſiſt :And for the clearer underſtanding thereof, I ſil 

ive a Definition of it, and then diſtinctly conſider it 
| Reer al Parts of the Definition. ; 
"Saving; Faith is a Grace of the Holy Spirit wrought 


Ans 


* 
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the Heart of a convinced Sinner, by the Promiſes of the 


Goſpel, but alſo receives Chriſt in all his Offices, and te- 
lies on the Grace and Mercy of God, through the Merits 
and Interceſſion of Chriſt alone for Salvation. | 
In the foregoing Definition of Faith we may obſerve 
1. Who is the Author or Efficient Cauſe of Faith, and 
that is God, John 5. 25. No man (faith Chriſt) can come 
unto me unleſs it be given him of my Father. Eph. 2. 8. By 
Grace you are ſaved through Faith, and that not of your ſelves, 
it is the Giſt of God. It is with reſpect to the peculiar 
Work of the Holy Spirit, that theſe Scrptures do ſpeak. 
In Regeneration the Spirit infuſeth into the Sou] a Habit 
or Vital Principle of all Graces and Holy Obedience, 
Jer. 31. 33. and not a meer Power to believe, which 
ne Ne may put forth or not as we pleaſe: And this Principle 


he. Wenclines and enables, yea determines the Will co believe 


in Chriſt. So that there is a vaſt Difference between a 
i. Woeer Power to believe and this infuſed Habit. We can- 


ir- MW 00t believe *cill this Habit of Grace be infuſed into us; 


to for then a natural Man, in his uoregenerate Eſtate,might 
m- put forth ſupernatural Acts, and a corrupt Tree may 
ice bring forth good Fruit; for Actual Faith is that Fruit. 


When the Spirit hath infuſed into the Soul a Habit of 


but Grace, then he infallibly produceth actual Faich, by a 
our rational Conviction of the Judgment, and a powerful 
en- etermining of the Will. However, we may ſuppoſe 
att Men to be prepared or diſpoſed, or whatſoever Argu- 
vi. Wineats may be uſed to excite their own Abilities, and in 
nc? hat Seaſon ſoever to render Things congruous and 
ſagreeable to their Incliaations, yet no Man of himſeli 


1 , 


of the Holy Ghoſt. - 


to 


this, 


- 


can believe. Faith muſt be effected in him by the Power 


2. We may; obſerve who is the Subjef# of Saving 
Faith, and that is à convinced Sinner. Antecedently 
do Faith Sinners are convinced of their Sins and Guile, 
d of a Diſability in themſelves,or any other Creature, 
recover them out of this loſt Condition. Withans 


Goſpel; whereby he not only aſſents to the Truth of the 


* 
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this,” Faith" cannot be Thoſe only that are wer) 
and heavy laden with the Senfe of Sin, will come 9 
Chriſt and therefore it is only ſuch he invites to com 
to him, Mar. 11. 28. It is Conviction of Sin and Gil 
that cauſeth Grief and Sorrow, and Fear leſt the py. WY" 
niſhment deſerved be inflicted; and theſe Things are j C 
wfvally accompanied with Reſolutions againſt Sin, and 
Endeavours after Reformation: For with thofe that find 
Fin a bitter Thing it cannot he otherwife ; for the 
Law coming with Power and Terror on the Confci. 
ence, bids them do fo, or periſh. aj _orw 

Now Amendment of Life being unqueſtionably ne. er 
ceſſary to Salvation, Per ſons are apt to look upon this 
as that which will make Satisfaction to the Juſtice of ®*" 
God, and merit their Pardon; which if leaned up Pt 
to that End will prove a broken Reed: For this A- 
mendment of Life ſometimes holding but 'rill the next 
Temptation to Sin, brings the Soul then into preat 
Per plexities; it finding no Relief but by aa Intereſt 
in the Merits and Satisfaction of Chriſt, it is put up- 
on receiving and relying upon Chrift alone for Sal 
vation. God indeed doth exerciſe a Sovereignity in 
this whole Matter; ſome having greater Terrors than 
ethers, and ſome are longer under thefe preparator) 
Works than others: But theſe Two Things are ne- 
ceſſary to Saving Faith. Firſt, Such a Conviction of Sin 
that the Soul concludes it is obnoxious to the Wrath 
of Ged : Secondly, Such a Conviction of Righteouſueſs, 
that the Soul ſees no Way to be ſaved, but by an 
Intereſt in the Satisfa&ion and Merics of Chriſt, rel). 
ed on by Faith. 

That the foregoing Works of Conviction of Sin and 
Guilt are Anticedently neceſſary to Saving Faith, & 
evident from Luke 5. 32. where our Saviour afferts, H. 
came not to call the righteous, but ſinners to repentance. 
That is, not ſecure Sinners that have no Senſe of their 
Sin and Miſery, | but ſuch as are ſenſible thereof: 
And we find che Converts, Act, 2. 37. had theſe prep 

ra 


+ 57 . 
F 


1 9 0 
ory Works; as alſo the Jaylor, Chap. 16. 35. When 
erſons ſee themſelves vile and abominable, they eaſily 
aderſtand- what Need they have of Chrift's Merits 
d luteret ſſion, God's Mercy, and the regenerating 
Vork of the Holy Spirit, and will thankfully accept 
if Chriſt” as a Soul Phyſician. Many indeed of the 
Jergy ig the Church of Exoland deny the DoQtine of 
gal Repentance, and brand it with Novelty, end call 
an Enthuſiaſtical Notion, ariſing from the Diſtem- 
of Mens Brains; but hereby they declare their Ig- 
zorance of what hath been taught from che Fonnda- 
tion of Chriſtianicy, and cheir Unacquaintedaeſs with 
thoſe Things the Spirit uſually works in all thoſe that 
wingly believe. For how can it be otherwiſe, but 
that weak and Mortal Man, at the Sight of his Sin, 
nd Apprehenſion of the Wrath of God, ſhould he trou- 
led with Fear and Sorrow, feeing our Saviour himſelf, 
who was without Sin, but ſtaading in our Stead, and 
eeling the Wrath of God, was troubled and grieved ? 
3. We may take Notice of the 1nftramemal Cauſe 
f Saving Faith; and that is the Promiſes of the Goſ- 
el, Rom. 10. 17. Faith comes by hearing, particularly 
Word of the Goſpel. Perer at One Sermon 
aught Three Thouſand Souls by the Net of the Goſ- 
pel; and it is the proper Work, and ever was of the 
ſpel, to be a Means of working Faith, Rom. 1. 17, 
dr therein is the Righteouſneſs of God reveal'd, The Law, 
is granted, caſts Men down, by ſhewing them theic 
din and Miſery, and thereby puts Perſons upon enqui- 
ing what they ſhould do to be ſaved: But the Law; 
thous the Goſpe/ did never work Falth ; for this is 
de only Inſtrument appointed of God, to that 
End. And the Goſpel is a Moral laſtrument of 
aich, it eſſects it in our Souls in a Way ſuited. to 
ur Rational Faculties: For we are not like Stocks 
Stones, or Bruit Creatures u hen we believe; for 
dd hath given us Underſtanding and Will, that we 
ent 4 1 may 
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may apprehend and embrace what is good, and ky 
and refuſe what is evil; and becauſe we are changed 
our Underſtandings, Wills and Affections, by Things 
preſented to us, either as true, good and delightfy] 
that we may love and deſire them, or evil and hurtfy 
to us, that we may hate, fear and refuſe them; there. 
fore the Goſpel is propoſed under various Nations, 
As True, ſo it is the Object of the Speculative Under. 
ſtanding: As Good, ſo it is the Object of the Pra. 
cal Underſtanding and Will; and as Profitable, ſo it 
the Object of che Affections. Were it other vibe 
The Spirit would not effect Faith in us as Rational Cres. 
tures, and then we ſhould believe we know not why, 
to what End; which is not conceivable of a Rationd 
Creature. To inſtance in ſome Particulars : The Thing 
revealed in the Goſpel are made known to us, as tholk 
Lr 4 which tbe Mouth of the Lord hath ſpoken, and 
therefore are to be aſſented to by us as certain Truth, 
There God is ſet forth as the Fountain of all Bleſſedneſ 
and therefore the adequate Object of our Love in when 
it mult begin and end. It diſcovers to us how ſuch 
loſt Sinners as we are, may be made happy for ever it 
the Enjoyment of God: For it declares how the Lord 
Jefas Chriſt, who is God and Man, in our Nature ad 
Stead, ſatisfied the Law and Juſtice of God by his 0- 
bedience, Death and Sufferings; that God is well ple 
ſed therewith, and upon Account thereof is willing u 
be reconciled to us: And /convinced-Sinners are ini. 
ted and commanded to repent and believe in Chril 
and are promiſed that upon ſo doing God will be adi. 
ally reconciled to them, and eternally fave them: Ant 
the Goſpel is filled with Arguments, Exbortations all 
Promiſes, deſigned to declare the Grace, Love and Foil 
fulneſs of God therein. It ſhews that to comply vil 
the Terms of the New Covenant is beſt for Men, l 
being aſſuredly attended with preſent | Satisfactio0 
and future Glory. On the otherHand, it fix 
that Sin is the great Debaſement of our Nature, p 
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Ruin of our Souls, the greateſt Evil in the 

World, in its Guilt and Puniſhment; and that a 
»ntinuance in a State of Impenitency, with a Rejecti- 
n of the Invitations in the-Goſpel to believe in Chriſt, 
is everlaſtingly pernicious. Theſe Things are power- 
ful Motives to Faith and Repentance above all that 
an be objected to the contrary, and therefore apt to 
take with the Hearts of Men: Amongſt which vari- 
ous Ways of the Declaration of God's Will, the Holy 
pirit fixes ſome Word on the Mind of a Sinner, where- 

yy it is brought to believe on Chriſt. 

feurthiy, Let's note the Object of Saving Faith, and 

that is God and Chriſt in Conjuction. | 
1. God is the principal and ultimate Object of Sa- 
ring Faith: It is a beheving in God, that he is merci- 
ly inclined to pardon Sinners, and will receive them 
into his Favour upon their repenting and beliering: 
John 5. 4. Hie that believerh on him that ſent me hath 
everlaſting Life: It is a believing that he will bleſs us 
for the Merits of the Mediator. Faith ultimately 
centers in the Deity, as the Author of Redemption, 
fal. 130. 7, 8. God was the Orderer of all thoſe glo- 
nous Acts that Chriſt did, and the Purchaſe that he 
made : Faith looks to the Grace, Love and Wiſdom of 
d in ſending Chriſt, and delivering him up to the 
Death for us all, and raiſing him again for -our Juſti- 
cation; 1 Pet. 1. 21. God raiſed (Chriſt from the 'dedad, 
1 Love him Glory, that our Faith and Hope 'might be 

AIOH, ; ' 
2. Chriſt is the immediate Object of Saving Faith: 
de is the Perſon appointed by God the Father, for 
e Redemption of the World, and muſt be bellevell 
Las God and Man. Faith is a coming to Ouriſt; 
mich notes his Perſon ratber than his Doctrine. Chriſt 
an de believed in as God gave him: Now God gavr 
GFerſon firſt, and then his Benefits, Rom. B. 32. God 
e nim as his only beloved Son, that is, as a'Petſon 5 
me did nos ſend bim without giving bin" _ 
rders 
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Orders he was to publiſh. Acts 26. 18. We ave ſari; 
fed by Faith, that is in him. Not Faith in his Word, f. 
vered from his Perſon. And there can be no tree 
Faith in Chriſt,” if he be not conſidered in the Excy. 
lency of his Perſon, as God and Man. Had he been 
only Man, he could not have made a ſufficient $4. 
tistaction for our Sins: And had he been only Gol, 
could not have obey'd and ſuffer'd for us: But he 
being both God and Man, He is fit to repair the 
. Diſhonour of God, and fallen Eſtate of Man. And 
ſeeing Faith piccheth upon the Perſon of Chriſt, i 
' hath all his Offices for its Object, becauſe his Perſe 
is inveſted with them all. To be delivered from ot 
Spiritual Blindneſs, Faith eyes Chriſt in the Executio 
of his Propherical Office: To be freed from the Guilt ot 
Sin, Faich looks to Chriſt as a Prieſt, ſatisfying ani 
- meriting for us, and interceeding in Heaven for he. 
lievers: Jo be delivered from the Power and Domi. 
nion of Sin, Faith conſiders Chriſt as a Xing, able by 
the Power of his Spirit to effect it. And thus Chrit 
is a compleat Saviour, and eyed as ſuch by a Belle 
ver, whereby he is made unto him, Wiſdom, Righteonſneſ, 
Sanctiſication and Redemption, 1 Cor. 1. 30. 
FR Zei Let's conſider the Al, of Saving Faith 
The 
Firſt is Afſent : A Believer gives a firm Aſſent to the 
Truths in the Scripture, even to thoſe which are aboft 
our Reaſon, upon the Authority of God revealing then. 
This is the Root of Saving Faith, and it cannot be 
without it but yet the Eſſence of Faith doth not col: 
ſiſt ſolely therein & Believer is convinced of his Spi- 
ritual Bliadnet: Sahd-acknowledg@h that of himſelf he 
not able _ atheMyfferies of the Goſpel, that 


Chriſt only hath * * otds of Eternal Life, and is ab! 
to teach him not iy ur urdly by his Word, but 2e 
iawardly by his Holy Spirit. He firmly aſſentz 99 
the Vanity of all outward Enjoyments, and how ih- 
ſufficient tbe/ are v0 conſtitute a Felicity; but with 


that 
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that God is the only. ſupream Good, the chief End, 
the only adequate Objeck of the Soul, in whom alone 
js to be had Fruition with full Satisfaction. He owns 
the Law to be holy, juſt and good, and that the Breach 
thereof deſerves Eternal Damnation: He is convinced 
that Sin is the greateſt Evil, the only Obſtacle to the 
Enjoyment of God, that which will damn the Soul to all 
Eternity, if pardoning Mercy do not interpoſe. He ac- 
knowledgeth, a Diſability in himſelf or any other Crea- 
ture, either Angels or Men, to free him from the Guilt 
of the leaſt Sin, but withall ſees a Lovelineſs ia the Lord 
Jeſis Chriſt, and a Sufficiency in what he hath done and 
our ſaſſered in the ſtead of Sinners, to free them from a 
State of Sin and Miſery, and bring them to a State of 
e Grace and Glory. He is conviaced of the Neceſſity of 
an the Regenerating Work of the Holy Spirit, to enable 
de- bim to repent and believe, and ſincerely to obey all God's 
mi- Commands, and that he will gratiouſly accept and re- 
ward his ſincere Obedience, for the Satisfaction and 15 
ii rits of Chriſt. . 
lic Many imagine by the Uſe of their Reaſon they can 
v.08 favingly underſtand the Myſterys of the Goſpel: But a 
Believer knows, that altho' by the Exerciſe of his Rea- 
ich ſon, under the Influence of a common Bleſſing, he may 
underſtand the Grammarical Senſe of Scripcure, and 
the judge of the Truth of Concluſions drawn from thence : 
oil let to a Saving Underſtanding the Truths of the Goſpel, 
en, {Wivere is required a Supernatural Illumination of our 
de Minds, by the Holy Spirit. Perſons are generally apt 
of. to preſume on the Mercy of God tor the Pardon of their 
pi ias; and nothing more eommon than for People to ſay 
ei are Sinners, and God is merciful, and therefore they 
hat hope he will ſave chem; without any Conſideration chat 
mm is juſt as well as merciful, or any ſerious Exerciſe 
Ho" heir own Thoaghts, about che Grounds of his Mer- 
, and ics Confitency with his Holinels and Jaſtice. 
in- u: true Believers find the Cꝛnſute of the L1w, and the 
W 42mzac ot Coalcizace li: agun't chem, with, Reſpect 
hat hy betas od £0 


15 J 
rim plaialy and fully wich all Truths neceſſary to 
e-. be known, believed and practiced, in order to his 
t, WE Chief End. And he receives Chriſt as a powerful 
;, W (oftruQtor, that teacheth not only outwardly by his 
is Werd, but alſo iwardly by his bleſſed Spirit; that 
th i gives his Word that Power and Efficacy, tho' in the 


is Wl Mouchs of contemptible Men, that it doth not only 


- WM eoliphcen the Underſtanding, but by and with that ſub- 
I's WF dues the Will; therefore takes Chriſt for a Teacher, 
e- WT that alone hath Sovereign Eye-Salve. 

en 2. He receives Chriſt as his Prices, who by his 
e, MW Obedience, Death and Sufferings, in the ſtexd ot Sin- 
ſo ners,, made a full Satisfaction to the Juſtice of God 


n- Wi for them, and merited all Bleſſiags for his People; 


bn and by his Reſurrection, Aſcention, and ficting on 
pl- God's Right Hand, declares he hath diſcharged the 
u- Sinner's Debt, which he cook upon himſelf; and who 
ich dy bis Interceſſion pleads for their actual Pardon, 
e upon their believing. When others have Recourſe 
ate I to their own good Works, thinking thereby co meric 
p. Pardon, or to their own good Meanings and De- 
ol Wi fires, or to the Obſervatioa of ſome ſuperſtitious 
1, WRites and Ceremonies, or to the Merits of Saints 
wal end Angels; a Believer being conſcious co himſelf 

of his own Spiritual Poverty, that his beſt Righte- 
al eaſdeſs cannot merit the Pardon of the leaſt Siu, and 
ve that the Guilt of ic is too heavy a Burden for all 
il Creatures in Heaven and Earth to ſtand under; takes 

Chriſt as an All-ſufficient Saviour, and his Righteouſ- 
r eß as the only true meriting Matter of Par don an! 
Eternal Life. 


go 3. A Believer receives Chriſt as his King, to be 
zeiwled and governed by his Laws. He diſclaims be 
ker dupremacy of Sip, Satan, and the World, and pur- 
be dees ſincerely to obey the Commands of Chriſt, uni- 
1 erally, conftantly, and perſeveriagly. There is no 


Kaon Duty thar he lives in the wiltul Omiflion of, 
"ay knowu Sin chat he lives ig che wilful Practice 
3% 4 B 2 | r, 
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of. God's Honour and Glory are dearer to him than 
Eſtate, Credit, Friends, yea Life it ſelf: He loves 
what God loves, and hates what he hates; and were 
his Power anſwerable to his Will, he would be hol 
even as God requires him to be holy. He may in- 
deed by the Strength of Temptation, and by reaſon 
of his remaining Corruption, be furpriſed into the 
Commiſſion of ſome Sins, and take ſome Steps awry; 
but the general Scope of his Heart and Lite are the 
right way: And when overtaken with a Fault, he 
bewails it, humbles himſelf for it, begs the Pardon 
of it for the Sake of Chriſt; implores Strength 
againſt it, reſolves againſt it, and is more watchfil 
over himſelf for the future. 

3. The Third and laſt Act of Saving Faith is a Ir 
lying on the Grace and Mercy of God, through the 
Merits and Interceſhon of Chriſt alone for Salvation, 
This Act 1s evident by the Exerciſe of Faith in Prayer; 
for therein a Believer goes to God for his free Glace 
and Mercy, to be made Partaker of thoſe Bleſling 
he ſtands in need of, through the Merits and Inter. 
eeſſion of Chrift. The great Attribute Faith rclis 
on is the Grace and Mercy of God: He is gract 
ous, faith a Believer, and therefore he reſolves u 
_ caſt himſelf, as the Prodigal Son, into the Hands d 
a merciful Father. And even this enclines God tt 
ſhew him Mercy, as the Father of the Prodigal, | 
foon as he returned and caſt himſelf on his Father! 
Mercy, received him into his Favour. But this it 
lying on the Grace and Mercy of God, muſt be up 
the Account of Chriſt's Merits and Interceſſion : | 


the Attributes of God are no ways an Object of Tußg me 
for Sinners, - conſidered abſtractly from the Hedi Sal 
tion of Chriſt; for out of Chriſt God is a con ati 
ming Fire, and Sinners as dry Stubble before ha and 
All Men being Sinners, (as ſuch) God's Holineſs wand 
not but hate them, and his Juſtice puniſh there 


O 


ſatis 


But Chriſt having perfectly fulfilled the Law,, 
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fatisfied God's Juſtice by his Death and Sufferings 

in their ſtead, there is now Encouragement for Sin- 
ez ners to rely on the Mercy of God for Salvation. 
e WW When we do this, it muſt be only for the Merits of 
1; WF Chriſt. Take that away, no Faith, no Prayer can 
u- approach to God: And a Sinner, tho' in the loweſt 
on MW Poſture of Humility, muſt die before the Father et 
he WW Mercys. Now this Ac of Reliance on the Grace 
1; W 2nd Mercy of God, through the Merits of Chriſt, is 
the WF firſt for Salvation from the Guilt of Siv. When a 
le Signer conſiders himſelf guilty before God, and fears 
Jon leſt che Puniſhment he deſerves will be inflicted on 
oth WW bim, many things will preſent themſelves to him 
mal for his Relief, as Works of Obedience to the Moral 
Law, or the Obſervation of ſome ſuperſtitious Rites 
and Ceremonies, and the like: But Saving Faith in- 
dudes a Renunciation of them, as to truſt in them 
tor obtaining the Favour of God, and relics ſolely 
to that End, on the Satisfaction and Merits of Chrilt. 
Few have that Degree of Perſonal Righteouſneſs as the 
Apollle Paul had before his Converſion, Phil. 3. 4 9: 
and yet he deſires to be found not having his own Righ- 
trouſneſs, which is of the law, as that for which he ex- 
pected God would pardon and fave him. And fo ir 
is with all true Believers : They are conſcions ro them - 
ſelves of the ImperfeQions of their Graces, of their 
Failings in their beſt Dutys, of their Joability to 
ſatisfie the Juſtice of God, or merit the leaſt Bleſſing. 
And therefore they betake themſelves entirely to the 
Grace and Mercy of God, through the Merits of 
Chriſt, for Pardon and Eternal Life: They eye Chriſt 
as a Sacrifice for Sin; whereby he made an Attone- 
= neat for them, and as ſuch truſt in him alone for 
Salvation: This is Faith's Author-hold. Chriſt having 
ſatisfied the Juſtice of God, in the ſtcad of Sinners, 
and having a Diſcharge from the Obligation he lay 
ander by his Reſurrection, and pleading his Sacis- 
Ron in Heaven for the actual Pardon of Sinners 
n N B 3 * upon 
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« contriving a Way, how Sinners may be ſaved witl 


and Fancy, that to a Believer is the only Thing be 
relies on for Acceptance in the Sight of God; rame- 


of Sin, but alſo goes to Chriſt, and depends on hin 
2s his Prophet, to be taught by him, and as a Kitz, 


of Chriſt. . 


reignity, in appointing this Way of Salvation: His In- 
Finite Love, in giving his only well Beloved Son to dic 
for Sinners: His J»/icey in that he will not pardo! 


* 
rr 7 
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upon their believing: And God being plenteous i, 
Redemption, a convinced Sinner ſees a Poſſibility, ye, 
a Probability of Eſcape from avenging Juſtice. If th: 
Law charge him with Diſobedience, he cannot deny 
the Charge; for his Cenſcience is inſtead of a Thon. 
ſand Witneſſes againſt him: Oppoſe the Curſing Lin 
he dare not, for it is backed by an Infinite Juſtice: 
He therefore truſts to the perfect Righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt, as that which anſwers every Tittle of the Lin, 
What to ſome at this Day is look'd upon as a Drean 
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ly, the Imputed Righteouſneſs of Chriſt : His habi- 
tual, active and paſſive Obedience exalted in Dignity 
by the Union of [his Divine to his Humane Nature, 
is that bleſſed Robe which a Believer would live in, 
die in, riſe in, and ſtand in at the Judgment-Seat at 
the Great Day: Here it is a Believing Soul finds 8. 
tisfaction and Reſt, as God found the Satisfactiou of 
his Juftice. 

But a Believer not only relies on the Satisfaction 
and Merits of Chriſt, to be delivered from the Guilt 
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to enable bim to perſevere in Holineſs, and overcome 
all his Spiritual Enemies: He relies on Chriſt as 1 
Spiritual Head and Principle of Light and Life; and 
bleſſes God as well for the Grace, as the Satisfaction 


And thus we have ſeen the true Nature of Savii? 
Faith; which is that Grace which brings the mol: 
Glory to God of any Act that can be performed b 
Men or Angels. It exalts the Wiſdom of God in 


Honour to all God's glorious Attributes: His St 


din 


\ 
L19J © Sa 


Sig without Satisfaction to it: His Holine/+, hereby ma- 


WY aifetiog his ucmoſt Hatred of Sin: His Tal, in puniſh- 
being Sia, altho he ſave the Sinner: And his Free Grace and 
Arch, in acknowledgiag that the whole of Man's Sal- 
wo, vation, from firſt to laſt, is gratuitous and undeſerved. 
* From the Nature of Saving Faith (as before deſ- 
de. cribed) it is evident that the Seat of Faith is not 
of only ia the Underſtanding, but alſo in the Will: And 
» WW zccordiagly. we find in Scripture, it is expreſſed 
n by ſuch Words as include an Act of the Will; as re- 
TY Kiving of Chriſt, John 1. 10. Coming to him, Chap. 
fry 6. 25. Believing in Chriſt, and on Chrif, A bare As- 


ſenter may belicve all the Articles of the Creed, and 
what Chriſt did and ſpake was true, and yer not believe on 
e , and come to him, and receive him, and reſt upon him. 
% Therefore it is from the Wickedneſs of Mens Hearts 
7 that theſe and ſuch like Phraſes, which ſet forth the true 
x Nature of Saving Faith, are reproached and ridiculed 
N. many Clergy-Men at this Day. 
The Third Particular propoſed to Conſideration, was 
the Properties of Saving Faith, Inna 
0 1. It puts a, Man into a State of Juſtification, Rom. 
* 5. I. Being juſtified by Faith. This is a Bleſſin of 
| unſpeakable Comfort: All our paft Sins, upon the firſt 
ho Ack of alively Faith, are actually pardoned; and all fu- 
ure Sias virtually, cho? nat actually pardoned : For Faith 
| * unites us to Chriſt jeſus, and there is no Condemnation 10 
1 them that are in him, Rom. 8. 1. But (as I ſaid) all 
| future Sin is not «aually pardoned upon the firſt Act 
of Faith, as ſome aſſert; for future Sin is not Sin till 
1 it de committed, therefore not capable of Pardon. 
We are gullcy of dally Treſpaſſes, therefore we muſt 
ee reſt ia che firſt Att of belleying, but renew it daily: 
New Sins 'muſt have new Pardons. And hence opr 
Saviour teacheth us to pray for daily Forgiveneks. 


"WH Nor are oor Sins pardoned from Eternity, as others 


j alkrm; For till we believe we are under Condem- 
Wien and no Man can be at once under Two cog- 
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trary Eſtates; namely, of Wrath, and a State of Com- 
placency; and partly in Chriſt, and partly out gt 
Chriſt, and at once under Two contrary Reigns; name. 
I, of Grace and Sin: For theſe are impoſſible Thins, 
therefore we are not juſtified *till we. believe. 
2. It puts a Man into a State of Adoption, John 
1. 12. As many as received bim, to them gave he poner 
to become the Sons of God, even to them that believe an 
his name, This is a Priviledge that puts a Glory on 
a Believer, infinitely beyond the Titles of all Earth. 
_ ly Potentates: It makes a Man ſhine in the Eyes of 
„Angels: It carrys alſo with it an excellent Spirit of {hive 
Prayer, Gal. 4. 6. Becauſe you are Sons God hath ſent {Mitt 
Forth the | Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying Abba WMwhe 
Father. It produceth alſo. a Heavenly Freedom, hi. 
8. 36. An Unbeliever performs Dutys as a Task and i 
Slavery; but a Beliefer hath a true Willingneſs to lier 
all the Ways of God, and performs Dutys with Lore, Ne 
Joy and Delight. Adoption alſo carrys Protection and folle 
Proviſion with it, and is a Priviledge that can never wit 
be loſt, and makes Believers Heirs of Heaven, Rom. / 
8. 17. / children, then heirs; and the Glory which {Wed 
Chriſt hath purchaſed for them, in due Time they en 
mall take Poſſeſſion of, 3 eee 

3. Faith is a Sanctihhing Grace, Acts 15. 9. P. t 
Hing their hearts by faith. If any man be in Chriſt (that N dion 
is, by Faith) he is 4 new Creature, 2 Cor, 5. 17. If an) ito | 
therefore pleaſe themſelves with Faith without Holi- it. 
neſs, they, miſerably deceive their own Souls: For 1 
Saving Faith is not found in any, but thoſe whoſe Na- Len 
tures are renewed by the Holy Ghoſt, and who: bei 

Souls are poſſeſſed with prevalent. Inclinations to 
5 is ſpiritnally good, and a Hatred gf all Sin, boch bes. 
Wen ee e 


dpirt 


% Faith ala; morks by. Tove, Gal. 5, 6. It raiſes up 
- the Grace of Lare tawards God, às the Ocean of al 
ae wine letting it qut to Believers in rich 
Mercy, giving his Son fer them, and his g 


« 


hes, 


L 2¹ ] 
pirit to them, to ſanctify them, and at laſt Crown 
hem with Eternal Glory. Faith alſo actuates our Love. 
o Chriſt, who died for us, that we might live Eter- 
ally, Faith likewiſe is productive of ſincere Obedi- 
ence to all the Commands of God: It looks upon them 
bs his Will, which muſt be obeyed without Diſpute : 


It ſees the Stamp of the Majeſty, Purity, Equity and 
Righteouſneſs of God therein: And while Precepts 
give the Rule, Faich lays held on the Promiſe of 


Aſſiſtance, for performing our Duty, and aſſures the 
Acceptance thereof for the Sake of Chriſt. And to 
pive a farther Advance to Obedience, Faith looks 
within the Veil to the great Recompence in Heaven, 
where are Crowns of Glory and Rivers of Pleaſures z 
Which being outwardly ſecured in the Promiſe, and 
inwardly realized by Faith, muſt needs move a Be- 
lierer ſtrongly: to Obedience. No Wonder then that 
he abounds therein, when all his good Works will 
follow him into the other World, and be rewarded 
with a Crown of Immortality. And therefore our 
Reformers had good Reaſon to ſay, Tho? we are juſtifi- 


Jed by * Faith alone, yet not by that Faith which is 


alone. | 
Thus we have ſeen the Properties of Saving Faith: 
It puts 'a Believer into a State of Juſtification, Adop- 
ion and Sanctification. The Two Firlt gives a Title 
to Heaven, and the Laſt makes a Believer meet for 

The Fourth Particular to be conſidered is, in what 
Senſe Faith juſtifies. That we are juſtified by Faith along 
b evident from Rom. 3. 28. Gal. 2. 16. Epb. 2.8, 9. 
Tie. 3. 15. Now the Queſtion is, How Faith juſti» 


1. Negatively. It doth not juſtify by its own. Ex- 
celency : There is nothing in it to ſatisfy che Juſtice o 
Cod, or merit his Favour: Nor doth- it merit, as 
coming in the Room of that perfect Obedience wg 


Faith 


Me to the Law ; for God judgeth according to Truth. 
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Faith is but a Part of Righteouſneſs, and an imperſ 


one; therefore he will not accept it for a perf 2 
one. Nor hath Chriſt purchaſed this of God; 1 i 
then he did not die properly for our Perſons, but thy 05 
our Graces might be the Matter of our meriting Rig. 
teouſneſs. Nor doth it jiſtify as any Supplement u un 
Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, for nothing can add to it; i nif 
alone is ſufficieat to ſatisfy the Juſtice of God, a ve. 
merit a Pardon. W. 
2. Afirmatively. Proteſtant Divines, till of late, har: 
unanimouſly afficmed Faith to be che Inſtrumenu A1 
Cauſe of our Juſtiſication: Aud they did it to declare i; 
the Meaning of thoſe Texts, wherein we are ili... 
abſolutely to be juſtSed by Faith: Which intimates ſone I ro, 
Kind of Cauſality; and we are not ſaid to be jultificd "Mr 
by any other Grace whatſoever, And altho' Faith if... 
ſaid to be the iaſtrumeacal Ciuſe, yet ic doth not pro- ne 
duce the Effect by a Phyſical Operation, but only a. 
an Ordinance of God, preſcribing our Duty, and pro- but 
miſing upon the Performance thereof we ſhall be j1-WF ... 
ſtified ; and preſcribing ic as having an Apticude BF... 
it to that End, which no other Grace or Act of 0-8 11 
edieace hath, nor are they capable of it, for thy... 
do not apply the Satisfaction and Merits of Chriſt 08 - - 
us for our Juſtification: And therefore thoſe that of 
we are juſtified chroagh the Imputation of Chril r, 


Righteouſneſs, which Faith alone apprehends and te 
ceives, cannot deny but that Faith's being the J 
mental Cauſe, maſt properly declares bow Faith 1 


J. | i | * 
Baut others that are Proteſtants, aſſirm we are juſt 
fied by Faich as it is a Condicion of the New Colt. 
- nant. If no more is intended thereby but that it is tit 

Duty oa ouc Part which God requires that we 0 
be jaſtiſzd, ic is a certain Truch: Bit if it is mea 
that it is no otherwiſe a Condition of Juſtification 614 
other "Graces and Works of Obedience, and that fe 
are jukkified by 222.4 as, ach as by Ede Au bs no 
NK COrdine 
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cording to Scripture : For it is no where there ſaid, 
that we are juſtifſed by Hope, Love, Repenrance, or 
any other Grace, or good Works, but only by Faith: 
For what the Apoſtle James ſaith of being juſtified by 
Works, is meant only of juſtifying our Faith to be 
true and ſaving by our Works. To aſſert we are ja- 
ſtified by performing the Conditions of the New Co- 
venant, eltabliſheth the Doctrine of Juſtification by 
Works; which is a pernicious Doctrine. 

Hence if we would be juſtified let vs believe in Chriſt: 
All our Salvation comes by believing on him : There 
js no Satisfaction of Soul but in this Way. We can- 
not anſwer the Terms of the Law hut by our Surety, 
nor the Demands of the Goſpel but by Faith. Do 
our Hearts diſquiet us, the Law amaze us, the Devil 
accuſe us, and our Conſciences charge us? Where can 
we find Peace for our ſelves, a Diſcharge againſt the 
Law, an Anſwer to Satan, and our own Conſctences, 
but by Faith in him who hath vindicated the Law, 
conquer'd Satan, and hath beſprinkled our Conſcien- 
ces with his own Blood, and waſh'd us from our Sins? 
The Apoſtle Paul tried all other Ways, but found 
nothing that could bring Peace to his Soul, hut only. 
Faith in Chriſt, Rom. 5. 1. Being juſtified by Faith we 
bave Peace with God. It is Chriſt only hath all the 
Fitneſs to anſwer the Demands of God, and all that 
Fulneſs that can ſupply the Wants of Sinners: For he 
enly hath made a ſuitable Compenſation for Sinne 
in Regard of his Humane Nature, in which he ſuffer'd, 
and a ſufficient Compenſation, in Regard of his Di- 
vine Nature, which had been injured by Sin. Let us 
not therefore in our Believing joyn any Thing with 
Chriſt: We are not to believe in him and our own 
Righteouſneſs, but, in him only, without che Conjun- 
cion of any thing elſe. It is a Diſhonour to Chriſt 
10 joyn auy thing with him in the Work of our Sal- 
vation; yea it is Folly to ſeek for Security any where 
flle: All other Things are broken Reeds with To 
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did Appearances, that will deceive us, to our Et, 
nal Ruin, if truſted unto for Juſtification. Chriſt vj! 
be a ſole Saviour or none. The Righteouſneſs of}; 
beſt Saint is defective, and falls ſhort of the Rule, ay 
therefore cannot be the procuring Canſe of Pardon a 
Eternal Life. It is only the Righteouſneſs of Chi 
that anſwers the Law's Demands, and bears Propo. 
tion to the Holineſs of God's Nature and Will; ao 
therefore we muſt rely only on that for Acceptaig | 
in the Sight of God. | ru 
.... Hence alſo, ſeeing Faith is of abſolute Neceſſity thay: 
Salvation, let us, as we are exhorted, 2 Cor. 13. ;Mal 
Examine our ſelves, whether we be in the faith: Let ii 
prove and try our ſelves by what hath been declares i 
concerning the true Nature of Saving Faith; for a 
Faith is not ſaving. There is a falſe, and counterfei 
Faith, as well as a counterfeit Love and Repeatance. Wha F 
It is ſaid, Ad, 8. 13. of Simon Magis, that be believu Bei 
and yet he was in the gall of bitterneſs, and bu bat 
of iniquity. There is no At of Chriſtianicy uit 
high, but a Hypocrite may counterfeit it. It is nM the 
therefore enough that we have Faich, but our E- fer 
quiry muſt be whether it be of the right Kind, wh: pre 
ther it be Saving Faith: And let us take great Heel] and 
we do not miſtake the true Nature of it; for it MF Sin 
Foundation Work: All reſts upon our Soundneß nM ran 
the Faith. If we have but a counterfeit Faith, *, Me 
are but counterfeit Chriſtians, and will not be o.] it 
by. Chriſt for his at the laſt Day. Let us therefor, WW Th 
having put the Queſtion to our ſelves, not reſt "il the 
we have a direct Anſwer. Who would take up on} 
with Probabilitys about a Matter upon which lo for 
much doth depend? And for our Help in this E. tak 
quiry, let us obſerve what hath been declared con- for 
cerning the Nature of Faith; that it doth not cos - -£0 
lift ia one ſingle Act of the Underſtanding, but is te be 
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n Aſſent that Chriſt died for Sinners, but alſo a re- 
iving bim in all his Offices, and relying on him 
lone for Salvation: And withall we are to take 


Notice of the Properties of Saving Faith. It purifies 


he Heart, and alters the Frame and Inclination there- 
of; It is a Principle that conflicts with Sin, and ſeeks 
o drive it out of the Soul: It doth not only ſtrive 
gainſt groſs, carnal ſenſual Luſts that have more of the 
rute in them, but alſo againſt Spiritual ones that 
aye more of the Devil in them; as Pride, Envy, 
Malice, finful Anger and the like: And this it doth 
by ſhewing the Soul the great Evil there 1s in Sin, 
s it is a Diſhonour to God, ſtains his Glory, tram- 
ples under Foot the Blood of Chriſt, and grieves the 


[Holy Spirit. Faith alſo works by Love to God, from 


a Reflection on the Glorious Attributes of the Divine 
Being, the Greatneſs of the Miſery which the Soul 
hath eſcaped, and the excellent Priviledges it hath at- 
tained ; and it is productive of ſincere Obedience to all 
the Commands of God. Morcover, we are alſo to ob- 
ſerve there is a neceſſary Qualification in the Subject, 
previous to Saving Faith; namely, Conviction ef Sin 
and Guilr : For thoſe only that are ſenſible of their 
Sin and Miſery, will enquire after the Means of Delive- 
rance ;, and finding all other Means inſufficient, fly to the 
Mercy of God, through Chriſt's Mediation, and truſt to 
it alone for the obtaining Pardon and Eternal Life. 
This judging our ſelves by Marks and Signs of Grace, is 
the true Way to know what our Spiritual Eſtate is. 

If upon Examination of our ſelves, we have Rea- 
ſon to conclude we are true Believers, then let us 
take the Comfort of it, and rejoyce in our Condition; 
ſor then God is ours, and all his Attributes ſpeak 
good to us; even thoſe that ſpeak Terror to all imr 
penitent Unbelievers. Chriſt is ours, and will be 
unto us Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, Sanduſication and 


Redemption. The Holy Spirit is ours, fo lead us 


into all necclliry Truth, to quicken Grace ig us, to 
0 en- 
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enable ns to mortify our Corruptions, diſcharge om 
Duty, and fill us with Joy and Comfort. O thrice 
happy Believer who hath a ſpecial Intereſt in God We: 
the Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt! according to the Wiita 
Apoſtle's Be nediction, 2 Cor. 13. 14. In ſhort, 4! Whratit 
things are ours, 1 Cor. 3 22. If God be ours, all Wanc 
his Providences are at work for our good. His Pro. hi 
miſes are ours, which are exceeding great and pre- {Wal 
cious ; his Ordinances are ours; Miaiſters are ours; the 
his Angels are ours; all Creatures are ours, to uſe ane 
them both for Neceſſity and moderate Delight: Ve, ral 
Death it ſelf is ours, co bring us to the Enjoyment ion 
of the Heavenly Inheritance, which is ours. us, 
But if upon Trial of our ſelves we find there is $ 
Reaſon to conclude we are not true Believers, let Wro | 
us not deſpair, but be dilizent in the Uſe of thoſe Hat 
Means God hath appointed tor the working of Faith {Ware 
ia us: And if we are found in the Way where the Uſe 
Spirit is wont to move, we may expect God will Dot 
work Faith in us; who requires unregenerate Per- {W mul 
ſons to uſe them as ſuch. And altho* in ſome Senſe but 
their beſt Dutys are Sins, becauſe not performed ia WH 7 
a right manner, yet they are not freed from an Ob- {MW wh: 
ligatioa to do chem, becauſe commanded by God. It Ch. 
is granted, when the Matter of an Action is ſinful, mad 
it is not to be done, becauſe it is forbidden by God; ¶ ſor 
but when materially good, and evil only becauſe not 

rformed in a right Manner, we are todo it. And 
alcho* ſuch Actions which are vitiated in their Per- bun 
formance, are not accepted of God, in order to their Sn 
Eternal Enjoyment of him, yer he approves of th: dot 
Subſtance of them; and they oftentimes divert Tem- Vir 
poral Judgments, (as from Aab and the NVinevites;) Neft 
and are rewarded wich Temporal Bleſſings. There- Thi 
by Perſons are preſerved from many Sins, made uſe- N We 
ful to others, and kept in the Way wherein the) ute 
may be brought to believe in Jeſus Chriſt : And al- nd 
thu" We haze no Stieagth. to believe, Faith being tha 


ile 
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the Sift of Gcd, yet unregenerate Peiſons have a 
natural Power, by 4 ccmmon Aſſſlarce, to uſe the 
Means of Grace: They can pray, ard hear, ard me- 
ditate on the Word heard, ard cheriſh by Conſde- 
ration, thoſe good Motions which are put into them. 
And Perſons are to put forth that natural Strength 
which they have, before they cen expect ſupernatu- 
ral Aſſiſtance. And when we diligently attend vpon 
the Means of Grace, and pray fervently for the Aſſiſt- 
ance of the Holy Spirit, we may exrect Ged will 
make the Means of Grace EficQual, by the Opera- 
tions of his Spirit, for the working of Faith in 
2 

5. The Fifth ard laſt Thirg to be noted is, What it i- 
to live by Faith: For we are rot only to ect Faith 
at fiſt Converſion, but are daily to live by it. There 
are many precious Fruits of Faith, whereof we have 
Uſe at all Times, in every Condition, and in all 
Dutys we are to perform; which whoſo will enjoy, 
muſt not only have a Principle of Faith in bis Heart, 
but muſt live by it, Rom. 1. 17. The ju ſhall live 
by Faith. Chriſt hath the Fulneſs of all Grace; and 
whatſoever Grace we want is to be received from 
Chriſt; and whatſoever Grace there is in Chriſt is 
made ours by Faith. Other Graces are profitable 
ſor ſome Things, but this Grace for the Life that 
new is, and that which is to come. This re- 
ceives all from Chrift, and aſcribes all to him: This 
humbles Man, exalts the Grace of God, cloaths the 
Soul with Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, feeds on his pre- 
cous Body and Blocd to Eternal Life. This fetches 
Virtue from him to perform Dutys acceptably, to 
teſiſt Temptations, mortify Corruptions, and act Grace. 
This. draws Comfort cut of Promiſes, overcemes the 
World with all its Troops of Vanity, and locking 
into Eternity, aſpires after the Bleſſe dne ſs which is above, 
and aſcends ard takes Heaven by Violence. This is 
that Grace which poſſeſleth all Ibirgs, cmbraceth the 
g Piomiſcs, 
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Promiſes, and reſteth therewith- contented, as if thy 
were preſent and enjoyed. So that amongſt all th; 
Acts of Holineſs, none is ſo uſeful as Faith. 
For the better Underſtanding of this great Daty 
(viz. of living by Faith,) I ſhall endeavour to ſhey 
particularly what are the ſeveral Parts of it, accor. 
_ding to thoſe particular Acts of Faith which hy 
been inliſted on before. 
Ihe firſt Act of Faith is that of Aſſent to the 
Truth of thoſe Things God hath revealed in hi 
Word. This is the Eye of the Soul, whereby x 
. firſt Converſion, and ever after, the Soul jud-eth of 
Thiogs, and gives a Sabſiſtence to Things belieyel, 
Heb. 11. 1. It fees: Thiags future and invißble 3 
preſent, and as Realities, It doth not look upon 
Spiritual and Eternal Thiags as a Romance, (as m 
ny in this Age of Infidelity do) but as real Thins, 
founded on the infallible Word of God. And hene 
the Soul is led no longer by Senſe, bat by Faich. 
1. A Believer hath a realizing Sight of bim who 5 
. inviſible, Heb. 11. 27. He firmly aflzacs to this Truth, 
that there is one moſt Holy, Wiſe, Powerful, Mer- 
ciful, Juſt and Bountiful God, the Author of all Good, 
who is Omaipreſent, Omniſcient, All-ſufficient, Sell: 
ſufficient, who hath. given us h's Laws to obſerve, 
. promiſed Rewards to the Obedient, aud threatael 
Puniſhments to the Diſobedient: And this puts h 
Affections into a Poſture ſuitable to ſome one 0c 
other. of the Divine Perfections. D.vid ſet God ar 
ways before him; and did we do the like we ſhould 
be mare carefal co pleiſe him, and more afraid © 
 offead him thaa we are. 
2. A B:liever realizech the Felicity of the ot! 
World, as it conſiſts ia the Enjoymear of God, aa! 
being ia our Meaſure, made like unto him in Hs. 
_ lineſs. He firmly believes that tranſceadeat State d 
Glory whch che Saiats ſhall enjoy hereaftec; 4% 


he is c>uviac: of che Vanicy of all Exrthly T1103 
- it 
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if cxalted as the chief Good. He that hath but a meet 
Nation hereof, his Affections ate ſcattered up ard down 
the Earth, expecting Happineſs from the Creature. But 
2 true Belie ver knows and believes all true Felicity is 
to be had only in the Enjoyment of God. No Man 
knows ſo much of the Nature of the World as he, yer 
withall no Man ſees ſo much of the Vanity of it as he- 
Take the World and tlie Things thereof in their own 
Place, as they are a tare Monument of the Wiſdom, 
power and Goodneſs of God, and they contain a Ge- 
neral Supply of all our Wants as we ate Senſitive Crea- 
tures, and may be made Uſe of for the Glory of God 
and our Good ; But take the World in the Heart, and 
purſued as our Felicity, ſo a Believer fees it after all 
its goodly Promiſes to be but a Lye; after all its Pomp 
and Glory, to be but Fancy that caſts Men only iutg 
Dreams of Happineſs, in this or that outward Com- 
fort- A Carnal Man gazes on Riches, but forgets the 
Thorn, clotheth himſelf wich the Creature, but for- 
gets the Moth, purſues after Pleaſure, hut forgets the 
Sting : But a Believer ſees a Vanity in the greateſt 
outward Enjoyments that this Worid can afford, with 
Reſpect to Happineſs, and makes them appear as incon- 
ſderable in that Regard, as they will appear at the laſt 
Day, whea they ſhall be burnt wich Fire. He pats by 
al Temporal Things, which, as the lower Heavens, 
hold Neck the Sight of God's Throne, and fo looks 
into Eternity, and in the Promiſe ſees Heaven, and alt 
the Glory of it ſhicing forth, and all Happineſs to be 
bad in the Enjoy ment of God: Hence he makes this 
bis ultimate End, and purſues it witlr greater Reſolu- 
ton, than the moſt excellent Things he hath ſeen, and 
patiently waiting for ic, contemns all the Glory of this 
World in Compariſon thereof. | 
3. A Bcliever firmly aſſents to what Chriſt hath” 
done and ſuffer'd for Sinners, and acknowledges that 
mere is an All-ſufficiency of Merit therein to purchaſe” 


dur Pardon, and a Right to Eternal Life; and is cer- 
| & tain 


1 
tain tho' all are Sinners, and obnoxious to the Wrath 
of God, and that all impenitent Unbelievers will be caſt 
into Hell, yet that God is full of Pity and.Compaſſian 
to all penitent Believers, for the Sake of Chriſt; and that 
upon their Faith and Repentance he will pardon their 
Sins, and make good to them all his gracious Promiſes, 
4. As to Inhergnt Grace, a Believer knows it is ex. 
cellent and ſupernatural in its Original; that its the 
Soul's. Luſtre, elevating its Natural Faculties, and re. 
preſenting God himſelf ; but yet is ſeaſible it is but x 
Creature, and that if God ſhould leave him to his own 
Strength, he would not be able to ſtand a Moment, 
irs Continuance being from the conſtant Influences of 
the Holy Spirit. 
F. As to Sin, a Bcliever ſees more of the Evil of if 
than others. A Natural Man is apt to look upon it 
as a harmleſs Thing: Hence fools make 4 mock of in 
Prov. 14. 9. Or elſe hath only a Notion of the Evil 
thereof; but a Believer is ſenſible of the Evil of it 
Nature, as well as of its Evil Effects. He ſees its Evil, 
as it is a Contrariety to the Holy Nature and Law of 
God, as that which crucified Chriſt, and prieves the 
Holy Spirit: He ſees it is but a deceitful} Thing, the 
Content therein being but imaginary, the Expectation 
of it nothing but Diſappointment, and the Pleaſure it 
the Fruition of it, always falling below the Exped- 
tion, and periſhing in a Moment. 
- 6. As to the Judgment-Day, and the dreadful Pu- 
niſhment in Hell which will be the Portion of all im- 
enitent Uabelievers. Faith gives a Subſiſtence to theſe 
hings, and makes a Believer ſee Things as they will 
be, when the Son of Man ſhall come in the Clouds 
with his Angels, and all the World fummoned to ap- 
pear before him, to give an Account of what they have 
done in the Body, whether it be good or Evil, and re- 
ceive Sentence accordingly; and realizeth the Miſery 
that will de the Portion of all thoſe that ſhall ſtand 
on the left Hand of Chriſt, Hence a Believer pre” 
3 y 2 parts 
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nares for that Day, tho? he hach nothing but the Word 
of God to aſſure him of it, and lives as one that is haſt- 
ning to the Preſence of his Judge, and conſiders what 
Thoughts, Words and Actions will be ſweeteſt in the 
Review, and be bleſt at laſt when he receives his Doom: 
And he is induſtrious to eſcape a threatned Miſery which 
he never felc, and avoid that Place of Torment which 
he never ſaw, and fears more the Diſpleaſure of God 
than 9 75 Suffer ing; as our Saviour exhorts, Mat. 


0. 18. Thus we have ſeen a Believer walks by faith, 
"2 WY wr by ſight, 2 Cor. 5. 7. The Devil its true, may caſt 
* in contrary Suggeſtions into the Soul, and a Believer 


may be more ſenſible of Atheiſtical Thoughts after 
10 Converſion than before; but yet he hath a real Be- 
lief, and is held under a conviacing Senſe of Inviſi- 
„ lie Things; as is evident by the Effects of it in his 
heart and Life. | x HEME 
Secondly, 1 proceed to the Saving Act of Faith: A 
Believer relies on the Mercy of God, thro' Chrilt's Me- 
of ation, for the obtaining all thoſe Bleſſings he hach 
promiſed to beſtow upon his People. And I will here 
ew how he lives by Faith. 
1. A Believer depends on the Satis faction and Me- 
Its of Chriſt, tor obtaining Mercy from God in the 
Pardon of his Sins of daily Infirmity: Hence our Sa- 
our hath taught us to pray for daily © Forgiveneſs, 
his is that Act of Faith by which at firſt Conver- 
non, we are put into a juſtified State; and by daily 


ese enewed Acts we are continued therein. A Believer is 
vil daily guilty of Sins of lafirmity; in this Caſe he finds 
nd; Nelief in Chriſt, fees an All-ſufficiency in what he hath 
ap- We and ſuffer'd for Sinners, to procure Pardon and 
are Acceptance of them and their Services in the Sight of 
te. Nod: For, altho'-by the Sacrifice of himſelf he hath 
ſerf nade a full Satisfaction to God for the Sins of Belie- 
and ers, and tho upon their believing they are put into 


State of Juſtifſcation, yet the Guilt of their Sins is 
emoyed by freſn Application, to the Blood of 6 
"> TT, „ 
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for renewed Treſpaſſes. Future Sins (as I ſaid before) 
ate not pardoned upon our firſt believing ; for future 
Sin is not Sin *till it be eommitted, therefore not ac. 
ally pardoned. God indeed hath decreed ro pardon al 
the Sins of Believers upon their Faith and Repentance; 
but new Sins muſt have new Pardons: Sins of Infirmity 
are pardoned of Courſe, upon a General Faith and Re. 
pentance; but groſs ſcandalous Sins are not pardoned 
till Believers renew freſh Acts of Faith and Repentance 
particularly for ſuch 3 for 'till then they are unfit for 
Pardon, or Admittance into Heaven: And therefore al- 
tho* in ſuch Caſes their Principle of Grace in them did 
not prevent their Falls, yet by the Aſſiſtance of the 
Spirit it will cauſe them to riſe again by ſolemn Att of 
Repentance and Faith for ſuch Sins; and 'till then, to 


lay hold on the Promiſe 


but Preſumption. 


2. A Believer depend 


of do thou teach me. 
ſome Times, and the World goes ſtormy about bim! 


of Forgiveneſs, is not Faith, 


s on the Spirit of Chriſt for 
Guidance into all Truth; according to that Promiſe, 
John 16. 13. When the ſpirit of truth is come, he ſhall guid: 
yon into all truth, A Believer, tho' in Converſion he 
is illuminated in his Underſtanding, yet he knows it is 
but in Part, therefore depends upon the Holy Spirit 
to be led into all Truth: There are Myſterys in the 
Scripture, therefore when he reads them, he. looks to 
God for the enlightning of his Holy Spirit. Are there 
particular Caſes dubious? Faith goes to God to hare 
thoſe Doubts cleared. Are they under Affliction ? The) 
depend on the Spirit to be taught the Mind of God 
in chem: They pray with Job, The things ] am ignorant 
Doth a Believer live in troublc- 


Faith ſtands in the Poſture of Jehoſaphat, 2 Cor. 2% 
12. We know not what to do, but our Eyes are unto tht, 


There is nothing but Dangers ſurrounds us, and ve 


ſee no Way of Deliverance, but there are a Theuſand 
Such a Faith as th 


Ways with thee. 


Believer ia the 


worlt of Times. 


* . 


Oo 


* 
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3. A Believer relies on the Holy Spirit for Strength 
and Aſſiſtance: He is ſenſible that without it he can 
do nothing; that he cannot ſubdue his Corruptions, 
mottify his Sinful Affections, overcome Temptations, 
perform his Duty acceptably, bear Afflictions patient ly, 
enjoy his Mercys thankfally, or go on in Holy Obedi- 
ence perſeveringly: But withall knows he can 4 things 
tharawohb Chriſt ſtr engthning of him; and therefore depends 
daily on the Spirit of Chriſt to enable him thereuato. 
Thoſe: that think gracious Principles can act themſelves, 
know not the Life of Faith. Unregenerate Perſons 
live in and of themſelves a Life of Nature, but Saints 
(as Branches ingrafted into Chriſt) derive daily Virtue 
rom him. This is the New Covenant Spitit which 
ature is a Stranger to, and is excellently deſcribed, 
Gul. 2. 20. I live, yet not J, but Chriſt lives in me. 

4>A Believer depends on the Fatherly Care and Pro- 
rideace of God, to be protected from Evils and Dan- 
gers, to have his lawful Endeavours bleſſed and made 
ſuccesful, and to be ſupply'd for this Life, with all out- 
ward Mercies fo far as: good for him: For all the Com- 
torts: of this Life, as well as all the Bleſſings of the other, 
iſſue out of the Covenant of Grace. It is true, a Believer 
often wants many Temporal Bleſſiags, for all Things here 
fall alitze to all; for the Promiſes of Temporal Bleilings 
are not abſolute, but carry a Limitation of Expediency. 
The main Deſigg of the Promiſes is Man's Salvation, 
and to this many Temporal Things are not ſimply ne- 
ceſſary ; and hence a Believer expects from the Promiies 
no other Proportion of outward Things than may con- 
duce to his Salvation; and becauſe he knows not what 
that Meaſure is, he refers himſelf co the Wiſdom and 
Faichfulneſs of God, to order all for his Good, and de- 
pends on the Providence of God for ſuch a Supply af 
outward, Mercics as may be good for him. A Belic- 
ver in the due Uſe of Means that are lawful, puts ff 
Ms Affaics into God's Hands, and truſts ia him to 
taye all his Wauts ſupplied, ſo far as ia his lafinice 
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Wiſdom he ſees beſt; and to have all his lawful Enjoy. 
ments ſanctified and ſweeined by a Senſe of his Love 
and Favonr in Cbriſt. Many rich Men make their 
Wealth and Worldly Greatneſs their Rock and For. 
treſs, Prov. to. 15. Hence the Covetous Man is (aid 
to be an /dolarer, becauſe of his Truſt in them, as wel 
as his overmuch Love to them: But a Believer lives 
upon God in the Uſe, and lives alſo on bim in the 
Want of the Creature; and how ſweet a Life doth that 
Chriſtian live that lives in continual Dependance on 
God ! For it frees him from all tormentiag Cares, and 


leaves nothing on him but a conſcionable Uſe of all 
1:wful Means. 


Thus we have ſeen how a Believer (lives by Faith, 
which highly honours God, and engageth his Bleſſing: 
For if we live this Life, there is nothing that God 
hath but ic becomes ours; his Wiſdom to direct us, 
his Power to protect us, and his All- ſufficiency to ſup- 
ply all our Wants. | 

Let us therefore live this Life of Faith; which if we 
would attain, let us obſerve the Directions following, 
1. Let us labour to ſtrengthen our Faith, and Beliet 
that the Holy Bible is the Word of God. Want of 
a firm Aſſent to the Truth of the Scripture is a Mo- 
ther- Sin, and the Ground of moſt Miſcarriages ; for he 
that dach not firmly believe the Threatnings in the 
Word will be forward to Sin, and he that believes 
not the Promiſes will be backward to Duty. Did we 
hrmly believe the Glory of Heaven, and the Happineſs 
pf the Life to come, which the Righteons ſhall enjoy, 
and the Miſery which will be the Portion of the Wick- 
ed, we ſhould certainly be more zealous for the ob- 
taining of the one, and eſcaping of the other than we 
nie. alf cock 

2. Let us more eſpecially acquaint our ſelves with the 
Promiſes in the Word of God; for they are the chief 
(round of our Faith, and contain in them thoſe Bleſlings 
Which are as ſo many Legactes bequeathed vs og: 
' : Hea- 


already of God's gracious Dealings wich us; and this 


#Z # 
Heavenly Father, and purchaſed for us by Chriſt. As 
the Commandments are ſo many Directions to guide us 
in our Way to Heaven, ſo the Promiſes are ſo many 
Eacouragements to excite and ſtrengthen us in our Way 
thither : And it is the proper Life of a Chriſtian to take 
his Comforts and Supports from the Promiſes of God. 
But let us take heed we do not think there is that in a 
Promiſe which there is not ; and let us take care we do 
not miſtake the Condition of the Promiſe; and then lex 
vs nor ſtagger at it, for it ſhall certainly be performed. 
3. If we would live a Life of Faith, we muſt eye the 
Wiſdom, Power and Faithfulneſs of God: We muſt 
eye his Wiſdom, as knowing the fitteſt Means, and the 
beſt Seaſon for beſtowing Bleſſings upon his People: We 
muſt own his Power, as able to perform what he hath 
promiled ;; and his Faithfulneſi, that he will aſſuredly 
make good all his gracious Promiſes. 
4. In all our Affairs we muſt with an humble Di- 
ligence, in the uſe of all lawfyl Means for the attaining 
our juſt Ends, by Prayer commit our ſelves and Affairs 
igto God's Hands, and then wait patiently for an An- 
{wer, and-acquieſce in the Iſſues of Divine Providence, 
as beſt for us. If we ſay we truſt in God and neglect 
the Means of attaining the End, it is but a mocking, of 
God, and that Tempting him which he hath forbidden: 
And it we uſe the Means and not implore his Bleſſing, we 
cannot expect they will he ſucceſsful. We mult rhere- 
fore be diligent in Uſe of ihoſe Means God hath appointed 
forthe beſtowing of Spiritual Bleſſings on us: And in 
the Uſe. of all lawful Means for the obtaining of Tem- 
poral Bleſlings, apply our ſelves to the Throne of Grace 
tor. a Bleſſiag upon the Means, for obtaining of any 
good; for Faith hearkens to What God ſpeaks in the 
Promiſe, and ſpeaks it back again in fer vent Prayer, and 
on God for obtaining what we ask for, according to 
s Will, 1 | 
5. Let us call to Mind the Experiences we have had 


C 4 will 


will encourage us to truſt in him for the future. The 
greater Experiences we have had of God's Goodneſs to. 
wards us, the greater Reaſon we have to caſt away al 
Diſtruſt from us: By every Experience of God's Good. 
neſs, we ſhould grow in a greater Strength of Faith, x 
David, 1 Sam. 17. 36. and the Apoſtle Paul, 2 Cor. 1, 
o. Who delivered us from ſo great a Death, and doth 1+ 
ive, in whom we truFt that be will ſtill deliver . It ex- 
ceedingly provoked God againſt Mal, that notwith- 
ſtanding the many Tokens they bad of his Goodneſs and 
Power, yet ſtill they diſtruſted him; and our Saviour 
Chriſt was angry with his Diſciples for not remembring 
the Miracle of the Loaves when they were in the like 
„ RL oa dan” dard ar 
f Thus I have gone through the ſeveral Particulars pro- 
poſed for a right Underſtanding of this Excellent Grace 
of Faith; which, joyns all Graces together as Links in 1 
Chain, in a tripple Way, and by acting one we ad 
Vance all in ſome Meaſure. It connects them in the 
Spring; namely, the Holy Spirit which it receives: For 
the Holy Spirit is received by Faith, John 7. 38. and al 
Graces are from the Holy Spirit. It joyns them in the 
Rule; namely, the Command of God, which vniver- 
ally it reſpects; and in every one acknowledgeth the 
ſame Divine Stamp and Authority: As God commands 
us to love him, ſo alſo our Neighbour; and as to be zei- 
Ious, ſo allo to be meek and patient; and Faith eyes 
this impartial Command, It joyns them alſo in the Exc 
the Glory of God, which it looks at in all Things. And 
all Graces hing thus joyned, it comes to paſs, that the 
acting of one Grace encreaſeth other Graces, as the more 
we love God the more we love our Neighbour: And the 
eben becauſe a Man cannot truly act one Grace, 


but he will have, more of the Spirit, and multiply bi 
Talents in the Uſe of them; and ſo the New Creature 
Broye in every P art, and his Path, ſhines more and mere 
Arto the perſect day, 
180% 
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This Grace, althoꝰ it may be different in Degrees, and 
ay be weak, or ſtrong, yet ia its let Degree it is 
iferent in its Nature and Kind, from common Grace; 
nd therefore althoꝰ it may be oftentimes aſſailed, yet 
ir gets the Victor y, and will never totally fail, but grows 
p in many to a full Aſſurance, through Chriſt, who 
ig both the Author and the Finiſher of it, Luke 22. 31. 
] have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not. 1 John 5. 
4, 5. This is the victory whereby we overcome the World) 
even our Faith, | | 


— 


— 


Of Repentance. 1 0 


Epentance in Con junction with Faith, makes up 

the Sum of a Chriſtian's Character, as | have ob- 
ſerved already, and they are joyned together as Fonnda- 
tion Points, Heb. 6. 1. The Diſtinction between which, 
with reſpect to their Object, we have in Acts 20. 21. 
Teſtifying both to Jews and Greeks, Repentance towards God, 
and Faith towards our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. But they are both of 
them abſolutely neceſſary to Salvation: For, be that be- 
lieveth not ſhall be damned, Mat. 16. 15. and he that doth 
not repent ſhall periſh, Luke 1 3. 2. 

For the Exerciſe of this Grace of Repentance, there was 
no Room under the firſt Covenant; that required of Man 
perfect Obedience, for keeping in the Favour of God, 
without any Hope (it he ſinned) of recovering it. But 
Man ſinning, that he might not be loſt for ever, God 
entred into a ſecond Covenant wich him; wherein he 
requires of him, if he will be ſaved, Faith, Repentance, 
and ſincere Obedience, as that which is for his Honour 
in the Salvation of Sinners: For if God ſhould- pardon 
and fave choſe who go on in Rebellion agaiaſt him, and, 
will not ſue to him for Mercy, for the Sake of Chriſt, it 
would embolden them in Sin, and be an Act contrary to 
4 his Holineſs and Wiſdom, and Sinners would daily 
his Aront the Divine Goodneſfſss. At 


x LV. Repentance is to be conſidered in Conjunch hei 


38 Of Repentance. 
At the firſt opening of the Goſpel 70h the | Baptit 
preached the Doctrine of Repentance, Mat. 3. 2. 
The firſt Sermon Chriſt preached in Perſon, wx 
about Repentance, Mat. 4.17. and when he ſent forth 
his Diſciples, the Subje& they were to preach was, that 
Men ſhould repent, Mark 6. 12. 
- This Goſpel Grace hath its Counterfeit as well x 
other Goſpel Graces: Hence we read of Repentance um 
bfe, Acts 11. 18. and of Repentance not to be repented of, 
2 Cor. 7. 10. Which implies there is a Repentance no 
unto Life, and which may be repented of. It is ſaid df 
Ahab and Judas, they repented; and yet Judas went 
and hang'd himſelf ; And how many are Eternally ruined, 
by preſuming they repent and believe, when they do not 
truly ſo ? And therefore it behoves us to know whereiq 
the true Nature of Repentance unto Life doth conſiſ, 
that ſo we'may not deceive our ſelves with falſe Shens 
of Repentance. 
No for the right underſtanding wherein the tru: 
Nature of Repentance unto Life and Salvation doth cots 
fiſt, we are to know there is a Twofold Repentance. 

Firft, A Legal Repentance, or the Spirit of Bondag 
preceeding Juſtifying Faith; which Perſons may have, 
and yet periſh Eceraally, _. 

Secondly, Evangelical Repentance, flowing from Faith, 
and is the infallible Effect thereof, and is called Repen. 
ance unto Life. neee ih 4 


Nn „ 


» a At oe. „ „ 
— a ai : * 
4 
N * 


Of Legal Repentance. 


on with a Temporary Faith, and ſuppoſeth Con?! 
@ion ofSin neceſſarily antecedent thereunto, and theSou!) 
Liableneſs thereby co the Wrath of God. The Spill 
of God opens a Sianer's Eyes, ſhews him his Sin in ti 
Glaſs of the Law, (for by the Law is the Knowledge of Si 


uad diſcovers to him his deep Guiltineſs, how by Reaſon 


Of Legal Repentance. 39 


hereof he hath made himſelt liable to have all thoſe Pu- 
iſhments inflicted on him, that are threatned in the Word 
gainſt the Tranſgreſſors of the Holy Laws of God. 
And this the Spirit doth by convincing of the Spiritu- 
lity of the Law; how ic doth not only forbid ſinful 
ords and Actions, but alſo evil Thoughts, and re- 
guires an exact, conſtant, and univerſal Obedience: 
\nd if we fail in any one Particular, it preſently de- 
ounceth a Curſe againſt us, Gal. 3. 10. and this pro- 
juceth Legal Repentance : Which conſiſts, 

t. In being Aſhamed of Sin; unleſs Perſon's Conſci- 
nces are hardned by Cuſtom in Sin. The Law expreſſeth 
he Holineſs of God, which Si: is a Contrariety unto, 
nd is the Stain or Filthineſs of a Sinner, and brings 

vile, which when diſcovered unavoidably brings Shame; 
which is an Expreſſion of the Senſe of the Guilt of Sin. 
This was evident in Adam, when he had ſigned, againſt 
hich he provided by hiding himſelf, covering himſelf 
th Fig Leaves, and excuſing his Sin: And no wiſer 
re his Poſterity, who when they have ſinned, think to 
ver their Shame, by denying their Sin, or making Ex- 
uſes to extenuate it; as that it is but ſmall, or it is the 
rſt Time; others do fo, and the beſt have their Fail- 
ngs, and the like. Thus did not Job, who diſclaims his 
overing of his ſin as Adam, Job 31. 33- | 

2. Fear of God's Judgments. A Soul convinced of 
1, hath a diſquieting Senſe of the Deſert thereof. 
vols make a mock of ſin, Prov. 14. 9. But he whom the 
pirit conyinceth of it, finds it unſpeakably terrible. 
his (Rom. 8. 15.) is called the Spirit of Bondage to fear, 
ais the dreadful Sting of Conſcience : For, a Sinner 
eg ſenſible of Sin, is terrified with Fear of the Pu- 
Ihment which hangs over his Head. And herein the 
inds of Men are variouſly affected, as to Degrees, ac- 
erding as Impreſſions are made upon them from the 

ord, Where this Fear of Wrath is not in ſome De- 
ee, there is no real Conviction of Sin and Guilt, nor 

| a 5 
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any Grosnd or Reaſon for our Believing; for by Pak 
we flee from the Wrath to come. TY 

3. Sorrem for Sin: For it is impoſſible that any one 
ſhould be really convinced of Sin and Guilt, but Sr. 
row for it will enſue thereon. This is called Attrition, 
and Springs from Selt-love: The Soul grieves for $i; 
becauſe of the Danger it hath thereby brought it (elf 
into. This may riſe; as high, and be as laſting as try 
Evangelical Sorrow. Abab's Humbling himſelf, an 
Cain's Bitterneſs of Spirit, might be as great and laſting 
as that of Peter's, or any other Evangelical Penitent. 
Hence Sorrow for Sin, conſidered in its ſelf can be 10 
ſure Sign of Repentance unto Life. Some ſeek to diver 
their Minds from theſe Things, by plunging themſelve 
into a Moltiplicity of Worldly Affairs, as Cain went 
and built a City; others by ſeaſual Pleaſures; ſome by 


Commiſſion of other Sins, as many Drunkards, Cc. Ic 
4. Legal Repentance produces Humiliation for Sin; Leg. 

which is the working of Fear and Sorrow in outward 47 
Acts of Confeſſion, - Faſting, Prayer, and the like. Con- Tin 
feſſion of Sin is a Part of Humiliation. Thus Pbarad the. 
confeſſed his Sin, Exod. 9. 27. and Judas, Mat. 27. 3 men 
But this is forced, like a Malefactor's on a Rack, andi Nin 
is partial; for ſome Sins are knowingly ſpared. And Lot 
ſo where outward Judgments and Calamitys are cither abu! 
felt or feared, there uſually is Faſting, Mourning and Sin 
Prayer, Thus Ahab (as was ſaid before) humbled hin/elf, hi 
1 Kings 21. 27. and the Ninevites cried mightily to Coch fron 
Jonah 3. 8. | ſom 
_ 5. Oftentimes hereon follows a great Reformation of Wt Da! 
Life, and the Performance of Religious Dutys, and Ach a 
c 


of Charity, Juſtice and Temperance, &c. They that 


find Sin an evil and bitter Thing, cannot but endeavour Ter 
to abſtain from ic, and reſolve agaiaſt it; which man Ne 
miſtake for Repeutance unto Life, and thereby deceive . 
their own Souls: For Perſons by the Power of actual Fril 
Reſolutions may forſake Sin, and be eaclined to it 3 dor 
much as ever z and Sia may be forſaken becauſe Perſons her 


have 
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we not Ability or Opportunity to commit it: But of 
vch it may rather be ſaid. that Sin hath ferſaken them, 
han they have forſaken it. And Sin may be forſaken, 
yy Reaſon of ſome Judgments of God either feared or 
elt, and yet the Love of Sin remain ſtill. And Perſons 
ay perform external Acts of Obedieuce; as the Young 
an, Hat. 19. 16. and the Phariſce, Luke 18. 11. and 
he Apoſtle Paul before his Converſion, And no Que-, 
jon but Perſons under the Power of Legal Convicti- 
ons, (eſpecially when in Purſuit of Juſtification by Self- 
Righteouſneſs) may expreſs for a while the whole Form 
pf Godlineſs with Joy therein, Mat. 13. 20. But this 
Reformation is greatly different from that in Evangeli- 
al Repentance for ic ſprings not from a right Principle, 
or is 1t performed in a right manner, nor directed to a 
right End, nor is it permanent. N | 
la the foregoing Particulars conſiſts the true Nature of 
in; Legal Repentance; which was theRepentance of Pharaoh, 
ard Sant, Ahab, Hered, and Judas: And it doth many 
on: Times divert Temporal Judgments; as from Abab and 
ach it Ninevites, tho? not eternal. The Things before 
z nentioned are good in themſelves, and Fruits of the 
qu indneſs of God towards Sinners; but yet they may 
And dot only be loſt as to any Spiritual Advantage, but alſo. 
her abuſed to their great Diſzdvantage: For, Cenviction of 
aud in and Guile, with its Conſequences, Fear and Sorrow, 
V bich might be ſerviceable to turn the Minds of Men 
rom Self-Confidence, and direct them unto Chriſt, put 
ſome on an outward Reformation, that thereby they 
n of Pay (as they imagine) pacify God's Anger, and merit 
Eternal Life. In others they are overcome by the Vio- 
hat lence of their Luſts, the Love of Sin, and Efficacy of 
our Temptations, and thereby leave them in a Seven-told 
an M8 Vorſe. Condition than they found them, at. 12. 43, 443 
ive I 2 Pet. 2. 10. Others relt in theſe Things as com- 
val i Prifing the whole Work of Regeneration; and ſo fir 
down without Chriſt, and fall ſhort both of true Peace 
ons dere, and Heayen hereafter. But yet, as before was 
ane 1 i | lhewed, 
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ſhewed, the Things are good in themſelves, and mats; 
rial Preparations unto Saving Faith; and therefor; 

called by John the Baptiſt a preparing the way of the Ly, 

And by the Prophet Jeremy, Jer. 4. 3. Breaking up th 

falow Ground; and are neceſſarily previous, in thoſe tha 

are adult, to Saving Faith. And when Perſons are di- 

ligent in the Uſe of Means, as Prayer, and attending on. 
Preaching with Intention of Mind, and Medication, Mert 

Faith uſpally follows: And in thoſe whomGod intends to 

pardon and fave, it iſſues inFaith ,Gal. 3.24. which include 

in its Nature the entire Principle of Evangelical Repent- 

ance : For,Faith gives a new Principle, and new Motive 

to Legal Repentance; whereby it becomes Evangelical, 
Hence we may learn what to think of thoſe, whom 

we ſee ſmitten with a Senſe and Fear of Sin, and Sorroy 

for it, haying in them the Sting of Conſcience ; it reach- 

eth us to judge that ſuch are not far from the Kingdon 

of God. Alſo it teacheth us to judge that thoſe who 

ſcoff at the foregoing Particulars of Legal Repentance, 

as Enthuſiaſtical Notions, ariſing from the Diſtemper 

of Men's Brains, are gnacquaiated with thoſe Thiogs 

which the Spirit uſpally works in thoſe that truly believe, 

Hence alſo, if we have not legally repented, let us 
endeayour after it; for there is no Saving Faith, or Re- 
pentance unto Life, without it. The Means to attain 

| it is, to look into the Law of God: Not only into the 
Letter of the Law hich ſhews us the Nature of groß 

Sins) but alſo into the Spirituality and Extenſivenels 0 
it ; and by comparing our Hearts and Lives therewitl, 
we may come to ſee our Original Sin, and actual Tran 
reſſions, the evil Motions of our Minds, our vain and 
Unful Words, our Sins of Omiſſion and Commiſſion, and 
the Polution of our beſt Dutys, and the Curſe due to us Mook 
tor the ſame 3 and that a Perſon cannot, by any thing le 
can do, free himſelf from the Puniſhment due to him, by 
which Means he may be brought to condemn himſelt Whak 
before the Throne of Grace, implore Mercy for the Sake of 
Chriſt, and ſavingly believe in him: And this brings me 
to conlider the true Nature of Evangelical Repentance. 


* 
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Hereas there is none that doth Good, and fin 
V neth not, God hath mercifully provided in 
he Covenant of Grace, that Believers ſinning ſhould 
de renewed again by Repentance. For the better Un- 
erſtanding the Nature of this excellent Grace, I ſhall 


pire a Definition of it, and then diſtinctly conſider the 


everal Parts thereof. 

Evangelical Repentance, or Repentance unto Life, is 
Grace of the Holy Spirit; whereby a Believer being 
onvinced of his Sins and Guilr, and the Mercy of God 
n Chriſt to penitent Believers, doth humble himſelf 
or it with godly Sorrow, Hatred of it, confeſſeth his 


tin, judgeth himſelf for it, prays for Pardon and 
trength againſt it, and by the Aid of the Spirit for- 


akes it with full Purpoſe of Heart, and welks before 
od in the Practice of all known Duties. 

In this Definition of Repentance we may obſerve, 
1. From whence Repentance unto Life ariſeth, and 
hat is from Conviction of Sin and Guilt, and the 
ercy of God in Chriſt, The Spirit conviaceth a Be- 
ever of the Evil of Sin, as that which is contrary to 
he Holy Nature and Law of God, a diſingenuous Re- 
uital to his bleſſed Saviour, and a Gzief to the Holy 


pirit ; brings Guilt upon the Soul, and deſiles it, as 


dat which enflaves the Soul, and makes it like the 
devil. None can repent but thoſe chat are convin- 
| of Sin, as is evident by the Courſe which was eye 
aken by thoſe who endeavoured to bring Sinners 
depentance. This was the Courſe the Prophet Nathan 
ook with David, 2 Sam. 12. 1, 2, 3. This was the 
Vay the Apoſtle Perer took, Act, 2. 36. So did Cht iſt 
imſelf with the Church of Laodicen, to the End to 
hake her repent, Rev. 3. 17. And as Repei tance ur- 
o Life ariſeth from Conviction of Sin, ſo alſo fon e 
. '$, 
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Apprehenſion of God's Willingneſs to be reconcile 

to penitent Believers for the Sake of Chriſt. Hope 

of Merty made the Prodigal think of returning to 

Father, and throwing himſelf into the Arms of jj 

Mercy. Without this there is no Ground for Repet 

. tance: Rehels that deſpair of Mercy will ſtand out x 
the utmoſt, „FFF 

222. A Goſpel Penitent humbles himſelf for Sin wit 

Loady Sorrow: The Spirit of God firſt opens a Sinner 

Eyes, and then breaks his Heart wich Grief and Sor 

row; .not ſo much for Fear of the Puniſhment, as becauk 

he hath offended a good and gracions God, ill requi 

ted his blefled Saviour, and grieved the Holy Spii: 

And herein lyeth the Difference between Legal an 

Evangelical Sorrow: The former ſprings from Sel 

Love, as in Judas; he ſorrowed becauſe he had undone 

himſelf; for Nature is a Stranger to the Love of Go 

and is wholly ſelfiſh : The latter from a Filial Senſec 

having offended God, Luke 22. 61. Peter's Sorrow wa 

full of Ingenuity; a Love-look from Chriſt broke li 

Heart. But we are to note, that in godly Sorron 

there may be a Mixture of Self- love wrap'd there 

A Believer may at the ſame Time act from the Lo! 

of God and Self. love, which in a due Subordinatio 

is not inconfiſtent; but Self-love is not the only d 

main Principle (in a gracious Soul) of this Sorrow. Ant 

withall we are to obſerve that an equal Degree of Sor 

row is not neceſſary for all Sins; ſome Sins are of 

more heinous Nature than others. Upon the Commil 

ſion of great and ſcandalous Sins the Sorrow mull b 

proportionable; thus it was on Peter's Denial of | 

Matter: But for our Sins of daily Infirmity ſuch Sor 

row is not required. The Will of a Believer hath 

Dillike of all Sin, but as Grief is in the Senſitive Part 

and expreſſed outwardly in Sighs and Tears, ſo it 

not required hourly for our daily and hourly Tre 

paſſes; for Duties muſt be ſo manag'd that one mu 


not exclude another. A Believer is to live in 4 
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Exerciſe of Faith, and Love, and Joy : Therefore to be 
conſtantly and wholly taken up with mourning for Sin, 
is a praQtical Error, and will keep a Soul low in Grace as 
xcll as Comfort. | 
To this Contrition, or Godly Sorrow, the dy 9p af. 
ribe a Merit of Congruity, if it be full: Bur God re- 
zvires Contrition at our Hands, not to merit thereby, 
bur to be humbled” in his Sight, and that we may prize 
the Satisfaction and Merits of Chriſt che more; for there 
ij no Merit but in Chriſt. 
3. A Goſpel Penitent hates ſin as ſin, as it is a Contra 
riety to the Holy Nature and Will of God, and not 
pnly as a Cauſe of Suffering. A Natural Man doth not 
ate Sin, but only fears it and ics Puniſhment: His Con- 
""WMcieace holds him in, or elſe he would venture as freely 


* dn Sin as ever. It is natural to fear Sin, but it is gracioxa 
Gol o hate it. From the former ſprings Attrition, from the 
© eccer Contrition. A Believer is made Partaker of the 
„% ieine Nature, and therefore hath an Enmity againſt 
k 1 din: This belongs to the very Conſtitution of the New 

Wereature ; therefore he not only barely leaves Sin, but 


bis Heart is turned againſt it, and he hates ic. P/al. 119. 
104. David hated every falſe way. Whilſt we retain a 
ſecret Love and Liking of Sin, (altho? we refrain from 
bt outward Act) in God's Account we live in Sin, and 
nnot be ſaid rightly to forſake ir. From this Hatred 
ff Sin, a true Penitent hath an irreconcilable War with 
dio, abſtains from the Appearance of Evil, and avoids 
he Occaſions of Sin and Temptations thereunto. | 
4. Another Part of Evangelical Repentance is, Con- 
[ſton of Sin. A true Penitent confeſſerh his Sins and 
aiquities to the Lord and hides them not, and thereby 
akes Shame to himſelf ; and this is free, nor forced, as 
a Malefactor's on a Rack, as Cair's, Pharaoh's, and 
Judas's ; and it is ful, ic keeps no ſweet Morſel under 
s Tongue, no Luſt favouted. And this hath been che 
TaQice of the Saints, Pſal. 51.4, 5. 2 Sam. 24. 10. 
Neb. 1. 7. Dan. g. 5. And they do not truly repent, who 
o not confeſs their Sins unto God; for it is he (bat con- 
* | 'D | Fiſſeth, 


2 


465 Of Evangelical Repent ance. 
as well as he that forſaketh his ſins ſhall find mercy, Proy, 
28. 13. 1 John 1.9. A true Penitent draws up a Bil 
of Indictment againſt himſelf, hambly acknowledzeth 
all bis known Sins unto God: But in Legal Repentance 
Perſons hide ſame Sins and extenuate others. Now this 
Confeſſion of Sin God requires of us, that we may there. 
by be made more ſenſible of our Sins, be more humbled 
for them, come to a greater Diſlike and Abhorrence of 
them for the future : But then this Confeſſion of Sin 
mult not be in a Verbal, Formal Manner only, but that 
which flows from a deep Senſe of the Evil of Sin and 
Hatred of it; the Tongue muſt ſpeak out of the Abun- 
dance of the Heart. | 

But beſides this Confeſſion of Sin onto God, there are 
ſome Caſes wherein Confeſſion unto Man is alſo requiſite, 
AS, wars hs 
1. Under deep. Wounds of Conſcience. We are in 
ſuch Caſes to open the true State and Caſe of aur Soul; 
to ſome godly Miniſter, or faithful experienced Chriſti. 
an, that ſo they may give us Advice and Counſel. 

2. He that by any notorious Offence hath ſcandalized 
his Brother, ought. by a private Confeſſion and Sorrow 
for his Sin, declare his Repentance, that ſo he may have 
charitable Thoughts of him, Mat. 5. 23. Or he that by 
a great Crime bath ſcandalized the Church, and hath 
been caſt out by Excommunication, ought to manifeſt 
extraordinary Sorrow, Mourning and Confeſſion, and 
beging of Pardon, that the Church may gather he doth 
ſeriouſly repent, and may thereupon receive him into 
their Communion. After this manger it was with the 
inceſtuous Corinthian, 2 Cor. 2. 6. 

But this makes nothing for Auricular Confeſſion to 1 
Prieſt, which the Papiſts make a part of Repentance ne- 
ceſſary to Salvation; becauſe as they ſay, God hath made 
the Prieſts Judges, and entruſted them with the Power 
of Remiſſion of Sins; and that therefore it is neceſſary 
we con feſs to the Prieſt all our Sins, with all the conlice- 
Table Circumſtances that we can remember, (as the 
Council of Trent afſerts) or elſe how can they abſolve 
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or condemn Perſons ? For which they plead, James 5. G. 
Confefs your fauits ont to another. But what is this to the 
purpoſe ? For it is not ſaid, Confeſs your Faults to the 
Prieſt, but to ant another; and therefore by this Text the 
prieſts are as much bound to confeſs their Sins to the 
People as they to the Prieſts. The Papiſts alſo plead, 
John 20. 23. Whoſe Sins ye remit, they are remitted: 
Hence they infer that thePrieſts are conſticoted inChriſt's 
ſtead, as Judges, to abſolve or condemn Sinners. But 
the Meaning ot this Text is only, that Chriſt gave his 
Miniſters Power to preach the Goſpel of Faith and Re- 
pentance, and according as it is received or rejected, fo 
it bindet h or looſeth : And to thoſe that truly repeat and 
believe, Miniſters are to apply to them the Promiſes of 
Pardon for their Comfort; and to thoſe that do not, 
they are to denounce the Judgments of God againlt them. 
Bur if God hath made Prieſts Judges, and entruſted them 
wich the Power of Abſdlut ion and Remiſſion, and doth 
only approve of what the Prieſt doth, then it che Prieſt 
be Euvious and Malic ious, and denys a Pardon to a Pe- 
nitent, Chriſt himſelf cannot help him: But what a 
Blaſphemous Doctrine is this? Vet we need not wonder 
the Papiſts make Auriculat Confeſſion to a Prieſt neceſſa- 
to Salvation, it being the greateſt Engine, and the 
molCexquilite Piece of Policy, next to that of the [nquie 
ian, for the upholding of Popery, that the World 
afſordeth: For, hereby the Prieſts, altho? they arc never 
o wicked; ſecure for themſelves! a Veneration in the 
Minds of Mea, areadmitted-to-ktow their Hearts and 
Diſpolitions 3 by which Means they can tell how to pro- 
vide for themſelves, either for augmenting, their Great- 
neſs, or prevent ing a Miſchief from falling on them. 
8. Another Part of Repentance is S?{f-jndging, with 
Supplication for Pardon and Strength againſt Sin. A true 
Fenitent ackao ledgeth the Holineſs and Juſtice of the 
Law of God, and himſelf a Tranſgreſſor, and thereby 
Hable to che Wrath of God: He pronounceth Sentence 
Again ſt kimſelf, according to the Tenour of the Law, 
Waence there's a jaſtifying of God in all his Dealing, 
D 2 TL Webs 
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Neb. 9. 33. Dan. 9. 7, $. Luke 15. 19. This girez 
God the Honour of his Juſtice, and the Glory of his 
Mercy. But tho' a true Penitent condemns himſelf, yer 
ſeeing God is mercifully enclined to pardon Sinners that 
ſve to him for the Merits of Chriſt, he humbly begs the 


Pardon of his Sins, upon Account of Chriſt's SatisfaQi- 


on, and Strength againft them, that ſo in a way of 
Gratitude he may Honour God by a Holy Converſation, 
for the Time to come. 7 5 
6. A trve Penitent ferſales fin with full purpoſe of heart: 
For it is not he that only confeſſeth his Sin, but alſo that 
forſakes it, fhall find Mercy, Prov. 28. 13. The Lan- 
g uage of a true Penitent is, as in Job 34. 32. That which 
I fee not, teach thou me, and if I haue done iniquity I will ds 
fo no more But here we are to note it is not the meer 
forſaking of Sin that will evidence our Repentance is 
nnto Life: For there is a forfaking of Sin in Legal Re- 
pentance ; but yet there is a vaſt Difference between it 
and the forſaking of Sin in Evangelical Repentance ; 
and they are to be diſtinguiſhed by rheir Properties. 
1. A Goſpel Penitent forſakes all Sin, both in Heart 
and Life, in Deſire, Reſolution, and Endeavoursy and 
theſe Reſolutions are accompanied with anſwerable Per- 
formances, in the general Courſe of his Life. He live 
not in the conſtant Practice of any | known Sin, bur for. 
ſakes his moſt pleaſurable and profitable Vices, that have 
been as his Right Hand, or his Right Eye: For, he that 
out of Conſcienceof his Duty to God forſakes one Sin, 
will for the ſame Reaſon forbear others, there being the 
ſame Divine Authority binding the Conſcience to for- 
Take one as well as another. Beſides, a Believer forſake 
Sin from his Hatred ot it, and thefore forſakes al! Sn: 
But in Legal Repentance a Perſon's torſaking Sin is not 
Univerſal ; Luft will reſerve ſome Way of venting ! 
elf. Naraman looked that God would ſpare him in one 
Thing: And ſo it is with many; they will for ſake ſome 
Sins and turn to others. But a true Penitent forſakes al 


ſ 
Sin, eſpecially his darling Sin; as David, Pſal. 18. 2 8 
This he watches, aud prays, and ſtri ves againſt. 
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2. A true Penitent forſakes all Sin conſtantly. An 
por ite forſakes Sin, but by and by he returns to it 
gain: When he is under Affliction, or Terror of Con- 
ſgence, he will forſake Sin; but when theſe are over he 
reaſſumes his former Luſts, and be latter End of ſuch is 
many times worſe than the beginning, 2 Pet. 2. 20, 21, 22. 
But a true Penitent keeps up a conſtant Conflict with Sin, 
deſcribed largely in Rom. 7. 14, to 25. And altho' the 
ſame Sins of Lafirmity, as ſinful Motions, and the like, 
may prevail azainſt him again and again, and ſometimes 
through the Strength of Temptation, he may be over- 
come by ſcandalous Sins, (tho? not often) yet he returns 
again by Repeatance, is more watchful over bimſelf tor 
the future, walks after the Spirit, and doth not obcy 
Sin to fulfil it ja the Luſts thereof. 

3. A Goſpel Penitent's forſaking of Sin is accompanied 
with the avoiding the Occaſions of Sin and Temprations 
thereunto, Joſeph, who abſtained from Adultery, ſhun+ 
ed the Occaſion thereof. When God forbid our Firſt 
Parents the eating of the Fruit of the Tree of Knowledge, 
he did alſo forbid their touching it. Hypocrices ruſh 
upon the Temptations to Sin as the Fool, Prov. 7. 8. 
and thereby are eaſily brought to commit ic : For, if our 
Firſt Parents, when in a State of Innocency, fell, by ven- 
turing on the Occaſion of Sin, what little Reaſon have 
we, in our depraved Eſtate, to expect to ſtand, it we 
yenture on Temptations ? 

4. A true Penitent not only forſakes Sin for the pre- 
ſent, but reſolves (in the Strength of Chriſt) agaioſt all 
Sin for the future, tho' it be never ſo croſs to his 
Worldly Intereſt. This the Love of Chriſt conſtrains 
him to. He is a Martyr, in his Reſolutions to ſuffer, 
if God ſhould call him to it; his Purpoſes are to under- 
go Death it ſelf rather than deny Chriſt, his Truths and 
Ways. Peter, that failed in the Performance, yet. pur- 
poſed not vo deny his Maſter, tho? all ſhould. Aud theſe 
Reſolutions are not raſh and ſudden, but deli berate, and 
ſpriag from a Sight of the Odionſneſs and Danger of 


din, and are accompanied with earneſt Prayer to God for 


Help. D 3 5. A 
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5. A true Penitent, if he hath wronged others, hi 
forſaking of Sin is accompanied with an Endeavour tg 
make Sat icſaltion to thoſe he hath injured. If by Sin we 
have wronged others, we muſt make Reparation ſo fat 
as we are able; for without this there can be no true 
Repentance, for it's a living ſtill in sin. He therefore 
that wronged others by drawing them to Sin, is bound 
to do what he can to bring them to Repentance: He tha 


wronged others in their good Name, is bound to unſay 


what he hath ſaid: He that wronged others in their 
Worldly Goods, by ſtealing or over-reaching, is bound 
to make Reſtitution, ſo far as he is able, (Ezek. 32. 1, 
19. Luke 19. 8.) it the Perſon be dead, to his ſurviving 
Relations. It there be no ſuch, then in Works of Cha. 
rity, or upholding the Worſhip. of God, Numb. 5. 8. 
Indeed, as Sin is a Wrong to God; ſo no Satisfaction 
can be made by Man; that is the Work of Chriſt only; 
who is God and Man: Bur as Sin is an Injury done to our 
Brother, ſo we are capable of making Satisfaction. 
7h and Laſtly, Evangelical Repentance conſiſts in 
walking before God in the Practice of all known Dutys 
of New Obedience. The Grace of God which'brings Sal- 
vation, teac heth us as to deny al ungadlineſs and worldly 
luſts, ſo alſo to live righreouſly, ſoberly, and godly, in thi 
preſent World, Tit. 2. 12. A true Penitent (as David) 


hath reſpeR to all God's Commands. It is true, through 


Ignorance he may negle@ the Practice of ſome Dutys, 
but yet his Prayer is that God would lead him into all 
Truth, and is deſirous to know the whole Will of God, 
(which concerns his Practice) that ſo he may comply 
therewith. He may alſo, through the Remainders of 
Corruption, and Strength of Tempration, for a Time, 
neglect the Performance of his Duty; but when he is 
overtaken With ſuch Failings, he humbles himſelf for 
them, -begs the Pardon of them, and is more diligent in 
the Practice of his Duty for the future. On the other 
Hand an Hypocrite may be found for a while in the 


PraQice of all external Acts of Obedience; And there- 
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materially conſidered, will evidence we are Goſpel-Pe- 
nitents: Therefore I ſhall endeavour to ſhew the Pro- 

ies of the Obedience of a true Penitent, whereby 
it is diſtinguiſhed from that of the moſt refined Hypo- 
crites in the World. And here it will he requiſite to 
recur to one or two of thoſe Qualificatioas which 1 
mentioned before. | 

1. The Obedience of a true Penitent is Univerſal. 
He bath a Reſpect to all God's Commands, not only 
to Externil Dutys, but alſo to thoſe that are Inter- 
nal z as Meditation, Self-denial, Examination, Watch- 
fulnels over his Heart and the like. 

The Character God gavebf David was that he would 
falfil all bis Mill. The Language of a true penitent is, 
All that the Lord commands that he will do: Not that he 
can perfectly obey the Will of God, but he doth not 
knowingly and willingly live in Diſobedience to any 
one Point of the Divine Law. It is true, a ſincere Pe- 
nitent hath not an equal Freeneſs and Readineſs to eve- 
in WW ry Point of Duty: Some are more ſuited to his Natu- 
aal Temper, and therein he excels; others lie more croſs 
„te his Conſtitution, and there is his particular Week- 
ly nels ; But then he takes the more Pains with himſelt 
- WT here, but he allows not himſelf in the Omiſſion of any 
1) WW known Duty. It cannot be otherwiſe with him, be- 
hn Wy cauſe the whole of Obedience is written ia his Hear :, 
„aua he obeys out of Conſcience to the Command, which 
11 WW will diſpoſe to Univerſal Obedience. 

5 Now herein the moſt reſined Hypocrite in the World 
I defedive: He may indeed be found for a Time in 
f WF the Performance of all External Acts of Obedience, 
but he is defective in the Exerciſe of Iiternal Graces 
sad Performance of ſecret Ducys as ſecret Prayer, Me- 
r WW difation, Self-Examination, oppoſing the firſt Motions 
of Sin, and maintaining a Heavenly Frame of Spirit, 
or in Self-denying Dutys, or ſingular Dutys, for he 
j is for the Religion in Faſhion, which ſuits bell his Car- 
g 
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nal Intereſt. ny TY 3 
2. The Obedience of a ſincere Penitent is agieren 
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he is even in the Courſe of his Obedience. It is not 
a Fit of it now and then that will prove us true peni. 
tents, but our Obedience muſt be conſtant and abiding, 
John 15. 4, 7, 10. Hence the Obedience of a true Pe. 
nitent is defined by Walking, Gal. 5. 25. Which is not 
to take now aid then a Step or Two, but notes a con- 
ſtant progreſſive Motion. A Goſpel Penitent may take 
ſome Steps awry, but quickly reQifies himſelf, and the 
ordinary Courſe of his Life is a continual Walking iq 
the Paths of God's Commands: He holds on his Courſe 
not only when under Afflictions, but when the Rod 
of God is off from him; not only under Terrors of 
Conſcience, but alſo when all is calm and quiet with- 
in. An Hypocrite may have his good Fits of Obedi- 
ence upon Convictious of Conſcience, or under ſharp 
Attiftions, or when he can ferve himſelf of Religion, 
or when his Affections are ſtirring a little more than 
ordinary; but take him from under theſe, and his 
Righreouſneſs is as the Morning Dew. 

But Goſpel Penitents are always the ſame in their 
Obedience, and cannot be otherwiſe, becauſe they have 
a new Nature, which is a Principle of Grace in them, 
jaclining them to Obedience: Now, that which ads 
according to its Nature, acts conſtantly, as Waters 
which come from a Fountain will preſs forward conti- 
nually ; the Stream iadeed may meet with Oppoſition, 
which may for a while ſtop its Courſe, but the Cur- 
rent being natural, at length works its Way, and holds 
on its Courſe ; ſo a Goſpel Penitent having a New Na- 
turegtho* he may through Violence of Temptations make 
ſome ſtops in his Obedience, yet he overcomes theſe, and 
holds on in his Courſe of Obed ence. Yea, 

3. Sincere Penitents perſevere in Obedience to the 
very Eud of their Days; and cannot do otherwiſe, by 
Reaſon of the Nature of that forementioned Principle 
of Grace, which is a Fountain of Living Water, ſpring- 
ing up to Eternal Life, by Virtue of their Union to 
Chriſt, from whom they have continual Influences of 
Grace, by Means of his Interceſſion for them, by the 
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conſtant Abode of the Spirit ia their Hearts, and by 
the Immutabilicy, Faithfulneſs and Power of God. It 
is not enough that we begin well, but we muſt perſevere 
in well doing: The beſt Beginning in the World, if 
it hold not out and continue to the End, will not bring 
us to Glory. Heaven in Scripture is deſcribed as a 
Prize to be won, and the Courſe of Obedience is ſer 
forth as a Race to be run for the wining of this Prize. 
1 Cor. 9. 24. So run that you may obtain, that is ſo per- 
ſeveringly; for if we ſtand ſtill within one Foot of the 
Goal, we loſe the Crown of Life, for that is promiſed 
to thoſe that are faithful ro the death, Rev. 2. 20. An 
Hypocrite may hold on in the External Performance 
of Dutys of Obedience, in a formal Manner, as long 
2s it will ſerve his Turn, or he thinks he cannot fare 
detter other wiſe; but a ſincere Peniteat adheres to God 
and his Duty, tho' he ſuffers for it, and hold on for 
Religion Sale: He is fat and flouriſhing in old age, when 
Natural Vigour fails, Pſal. 92. 12, 14. He may make 
ſome ſhort Stops in his Way, but he walks on aguin. 
Where the Ways of God are habitually in the Heart, 
ſuch will Go from ſtrength to ſtrength till they appear be- 

ore God in Zion, Plal. 94. 5, 6. 
4. The Obedience of a Goſpel Penitent ſprings from 
thoſe right Principles of Faith and Love. The firft 
Principle of all acceptable Obedience is Faith; namely, 
Falth in the Precept, as the Standard of Obedience, 
Faith in the promiſed Reward, as an Encouragement, 
and Faith in the Mediator, as a Ground of Accepta- 
tion; for without this Faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe 
God, The other Principle of a ſincere Penitent's 
Obedience is Love. There are many Principles of Adi- 
dns, as Natural Conſcience, Reputation, Worldly In- 
tereſt, and Fear of Hell; and the Obedience of an un- 
regenerate Perſon” ſprings from ſome of theſe; bur 
that which makes our Obedience pleaſing to God, is 
Love to him. The New Creation reduceth the Af- 
fectious to a right Centre, namely God, and then all 
ur Obedience flows from a Superlative Love to 5 _ 
is 
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This is that choice Affection which ſpirits the Ser. 
vices of a true Penitent, and makes him lively therein. 
5. The Obedience of a penitent Believer is guided by: 
yighr'Rule, namely, the Word of God: This is 4 light unt, 
| bu feet, and a lanthorn unto his dat hs, to guide him therein, 
and it is a per ſect Rule of all acceptable Obedience. The 
Quakers cry up the Light of Nature for our Rule, 
alcho! it be corrupted, and the Papiſts their Traditions, 
and ſome their own Imag inations; but all ſuch Work 
which are invented by our ſelves, we cannot expect 
God will accept or reward, but will ſay to us another 
Day, Who hath required theſe things at your hands ? The 
Written Word is the only Rule of Obedience: Let: 
Precept come to a true Penitent With the Authority of Hin a 
God ſtamped upon it, and he preſeatly ſubmits aud 
yields Obedience to it. e 

6. A Goſpel Penitent endeavours to perform Dutys 
of Worſhip in a right Manner ; for as we are to perform 
Dutys which God commands, ſo alſo as he command be 
them. God requires the Heart in religious Dutys, 
Prov. 23. 26. and accordingly a ſincere Penitent is care- 
ful to ſerve God with Zeal and Fervency, with Hu- 
mility and Reverence, with Sincerity and Godly Fear, 
An Hypocrite's religious Datys are an outſide Service, 
and are that bodily exerciſe which proſiteth little; he con · Mf F: 
rents himſelf with the Work done, not regarding he « 
he performs it, Mal. 1. 7, 8, 13. But a penitent he. 
liever gives God his Heart in the Dutys he perform, 
and doth them with Freedom and Delight: He if 2 
the Commands of God, and performs them by the aCtu-Mhjj., 
al Aſſiſtance of the Holy Spirit, whence he hath a Rd 
dineſs to the Performance of them, and Delight in then;Whhen 
and therefore reckons them his Priviledge, and wonach: 
do more for God if he could: But an unregenerate Phy on 
ſon's Obedience ſpringing either from the Conſtraint of 
Natural Conſcience, Cuſtom or Education, and pertori-W1, 4 
ed only in the Power of actual Reſolutions, he pet ane 
forms it beartleſly, as a Task and Slavery; and hence Em 
ſhifes olf Duty, and doth go more than What he chin, Wm 
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i ſtrictly neceſſary to Salvation, and is apt to quar- 
rel even. with thoſe. Commands of God which he out- 
wardly ſubmits to. 7 | det 
7. A penitent Believer performs Acts of Obedience 
1 right End; namely, the Glory of God. In all our 
Actions he is to be our End, as he is the Principle of 
our Being. The Honour of God is the End of the New 
Creature z, Se/f the End of the Old Man. God aims 
at his own Glory. in what he doth; ſo doth a ſincere 
Pegitent, otherwiſe it were impoſſible he ſhould walk 
with God. If we have wrong Intentions in our Acts 
of Obedience, theſe make them evil, and ſuch as God 
will not accept. N Perſons have wrong Ends 
in all they do; as Self-Applauſe, as Jehn and the Pha- 
rſces WhO did all to be j of men, Mat. 6. 1, 5, 16. 
Others act in a religious Way to quiet the Clamours of 
convinced . Conſcience, or to make Satisfaftion for 
eir Sins, and ſo merit thereby, or ſupererogate in 
the Behalf of others. Upon ſome of theſe Ends lean, 
all the falſe Religions in the World. They were the 
round of Sacrifices amongſt the Heathen, and amongſt 
he Paprſts they have founded many an Abby, Mona- 
tary, Colledge, and Alms-houſe. | 
Thus I have conſidered diſt inctly the ſeveral Parts 
df Evangelical Repentance, which is a Grace not only to 
e excxciſed at firſt Converſion, but alſo through the 
hole - Courſe of our Lives, upon the Account of the 
Jody of Sin we carry about with us, the Motions there- 
f, and our daily Treſpaſſes; but there are ſome pe- 
liar Times when we are to he more deeply humbled, 
nd more ſolemn in our Actings of Repentauce : As 
ben we have been guilty of ſome preſumptuous Sin, 
uch as wounds our Conſciences, and brings a Scandal 


* 


Pele our Profeſſion. Thus it was with David when he 
ok committed Murder and Adultery, as appears by P/al. 
1-1. And thus ic was with Peter on the Denial of his 
1 alter: Or when we would fit our ſelves to receive 
il ne: ſpecial; Mercy, Gen. 35. 2 3. Or When we fear 


Me eminent Judg ment, A, 4s 12: Ti 
N 5 This 
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This Grace of Repentance is an excellem-and neceſſaq 
Grace. It is an exceſent Grace, for it prevents Eternat 
n for tho' there is no Sin ſo ſmall but it de. 

ves it, yet there is no Sin ſo great (except the sin 
againſt the Holy Ghoſt) that ſhall bring Damnation on 
them that truly repeut: It alſo many Times divert 
Temporal Judgments, tho* ir be but a Legal Repen. 
tance, as from Ahab and the N:nevires. F 

And it is a veceſſary Grace in the Adult, for it i; 
one of the Conditions of the New Covenant. Theres 
no Salvation withort it: Except ne repent our Bleſſed 
Saviour aſſures us, we ſhall periſh. And therefore altho? 
ie be not to be reſted in as any Satisfaction for Sin, or 
1 Cauſe of the Pardon thereof, that being only an 
Act of God's Free Grace, upon Account of Chriſt's Sa. 
tisfaction and Merics relied on by Faith, yet it is abſo- 
lutely neceſſary to Salvation, with Reſpect to the Ho- 
lineſs and Wiſdom of God: For it were not conſiſtent 
therewith to pardon and fave Sinners that go on in 
Acts of Rebellion againſt him; nor is it conſiſtent 
with the Undertaking of Chriſt ; For he came not on- 
Iy to fave his People from their Guilc, but alſo from 
the Pollution of Sin, by rurning us from our Iniquitie. 

Seeing therefore it is ſo excellent and neceſſary 2 
Grace, let vs ſer about the Practice of it without De- 
lay, while it is called to Day. Many Perſons defer 
their Repentance, preſuming of long Life, or that they 
can repent when they pleaſe ; but this is a moſt perni- 
cious Deluſion. Delay is always dangerous in Matters 
of great Importance, and eſpecially here, becauſe it | 
attended with Two moſt deſperate Evils. For, 

1. It puts a high Affront and Indignity upon Gol 
himſelf. He commands us to hear his Voice to day, obe. 
dientially, upon no leſs Penalty than being excluded 
from his bleſſed Reſt for ever, Heb. 3. 7, 8. Not to 
hearken thereunto is therefore direct Rebellion agaial 
God. He commands us to ſeek him whilſt he may #t 
found: Now what an Affront is it to him to ſlight this 
Command, and obey his Enemy the Devil, who 4 
114 2. 
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fades us to defer our Repentance, and obey: him for 
the preſent, and God hereafter. 
2. It doth deſperately hazard the Eternal Welfare of 
dur Souls: For our Lives are uncertain; we know not 
what a Day may bring forth. Sickneſs and Death may 
ſeire us this Day before to morrow; and if we die 
impenitent Unbelievers, we are loft for ever; for this 
Time is the only Time of Repentance. Now is the ace 
cepted time, nom 1s the day of ſalvation. There is no 
believing or repenting in the Grave whither we are all 
going; no more Offers of Grace and Mercy after Death; 
10 Voice then to be heard, but Ariſe ye dend, and come 
to judg ment; and after Judgment Execution follows im- 
mediately. And as our Lives are uncertain, ſo alſo 
Delay makes Repentance more diſficulc : For Continu- 
ance in Sin hatdens the Heart, and makes it almoſt 
impoſſible to change its Courſe. And beſides, long 
reliſting of the Holy Spirit will cauſe God'to withhold 
the Aſſiſtance thereof, without which we cannot re- 
pent; for God hath threatned His ſpirit ſhall nor always 
ſirive. This vain Hope of living long, and of being 
able to repent when we pleaſe , is the Foundation of 
moſt Men's Sin and Miſery. They apply the Word of 
God againſt the Mind of God, and ſecurely provoke 
him, as if they could get Heaven in a Way contrary 
to what he hath declared in his Word. But ſuch Men 
vſually diſpoſe of and promiſe themſelves that Time 
they ſhall never enjoy, and preſume on that pardoning 
Mercy and aſſiſting Grace they ſhall never obtain; and 
this is verified in Thouſands daily ;. who altho' they 
ſee that Sinners like themſelves, who preſumed of long 
Life, and being able to repent when they would, have 
been cut off ſaddenly in their Sins before chey have 
made their Peace with God, and ſo periſh'd eternally; 
yet they perſiſt in {mpenirency, as if they were reſolv'd 
to ſecure their own Damnation. Let us therefore 
heartily and ſpeedily repent of our Sins; it is a Duty 
of daily Revolution. Under the Law, if any one 
bad contracted Uncleanneſs, he was to waſh hi, cloaths 
in 


58 Of Evangelical Repeat. 
in the evening, and not lye down therein. This was 
Typical of our Duty, that we ſhould daily renew ont 
Repentance for Sins of Infirmity, ſuch as thro” Ignoranq; 
or laadvertency we have been guilty of, and waſh awer 
our Sintful Defilements every Day, in the purifying Foun. 
tain of Chriſt's Blood. And let us not content our 
felves with a General Repentance, when we have been 
guilty of great Tranſgreſſions, but endeavour ſolemnly 
to repent of ſuch Sins particularly. The Neglect of 
renewing our Repentance daily for renewed Sins, when 
our Conſciences are awakened, will make the Thoughts 
of Judgment terrible to us: But when the Soul's Ac. 
counts are kept clear with Heaven every Day, if we 
mould be ſammoned ſuddenly to appear before Chrilt' 
Tribunal, the Sight of our Sins will rather excite 
thankful Praiſes. to God for his Mercy in pardoning of 
them, than feartul deſpairing Thoughts of his Mercy, 
From what hath been declared concerning the Grace 
of Repentance, we may infer that all Repentance 
is not Repentance unto Life. The Hypocrite - hath 
his Repentance: It is not therefore enough that 
we repent, but we mult ask our ſelves 'of what 
Kind our Repentance is, whether it be Repentance 
unto Life, and we maſt be Critical in the Enquiry. 
Moſt People will ſay they repent, and that there is no 
Hope of Salvation without it; but here is the ſad Mi 
ſtake, that People think a little flight Sorrow for Sin, 
and praying God to forgive them, and the like, is Re- 
pentance ſufficient ; And thus they are undone, not only 
by their Sins, but alſo by their very Repentance, think- 
ing they repent when. they do not: For Repentance 
unto Life is another Thing than moſt Perſons imagine, 2: 
hath been ſhewed. Let us therefore examine our ſelves 
by theRule that hath been ſet before us, and be ſtrict in ex- 
amining ourſelves, and leave not off till we get a Faitb- 
ful Anſwer. Who would be flight in their Enauires into 
chat upon which depends their Immortal Happiness! 
If upon Eiquiry we fiad Reaſon to judge our Re 
pentance is not unto Life, that it doth not aufiwer 
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the Rule, yet let vs not deſpair, for Chriſt ic exalted 
v be Prince and a Saviour, to give repentance and remiſſion 
of ſins, Acts 5. 31. and requires we uſe the Means he hath 
zppointed for obtaining thereof: And altho? we are not 
able of our ſelves to repent, yet when we are diligent in 
the Uſe of tl;ofſe Means God hath ordain'd for bringing 
ds to'Repentance, we may expect the Aſliſtance of the 
Syirit to make them effectual. | — 

The Means we are to uſe, ifwe would truly repent, are, 

1. To look into the Law of God, and conſider 
what Things are there commanded, and what Sins 
are forbidden: And we muſt not look into the Let- 
ter of the Law only, but alſo into the Extenſiveneſs and 
Spirituality thereof; as requiring Univerſal Obedi- 
ence, both in Heart and Life, in the higheſt De- 
pree, and denouncing a Curſe againſt the leaſt Vio- 
ation thereof, that ſo we may have a clear Sight of 
our Sins, and be humbled for them. And becauſe it 
will not profit us to acknowledge and confeſs our Sins 
and bewail them, unleſs we are perſwaded that God 
s mercifully enclined to forgive them, for the Sake 
of Chriſt, we are not only to look into the Law, 
but the Goſpel alſo; wherein is declared God's Wil- 
lingnefs to forgive repenting, believing Sinners, for 
the Sake of Chriſt: And this may briog us to re- 
pent, upon Evangelical Motives. 

2. Let us be diligent to attend upon the Preach- 
ing of the Word, it being a ſpecial Ordinance God 
hath appointed to bring Sinners to Repentance, and 
which he hath bleſſed to that End, We read in 
Acts 2. 4r. the Apoſtle Peter by one Sermon con- 
verted Three Thouſand Souls: And let us attend 
upon that Preaching where God by his Providence 
vouchſaterh the Opportunity; where the Senſe and 
Meaning both of the Law and Goſpel, is rationally im- 
preſt on the Underſtanding, and cloſely applied to 
the. Conſcience: For it is not Humane Oratory, r 
Artiftcial-Eloquence, or a Lecture of Philoſophy, or 
bare Morality read to us, that will be Cs 
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the turning vs from our Sins unto God. The Semi. 


deliver us! 
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nal Virtue of the Word lieth not in ſuch Husks 2 
theſe are; but where the Law is fo — as it 
may diſcover to us our Need of Chriſt, and where 
Chriſt is preached not without the Law, as the Rule 
of our Obedience. | | 

3. We muſt pray earneſtly for the Aſſiſtance of 


the Holy Spirit, to enable us ſincerely to repent; 


for it is God alone, by the Power of his Spirit, that 
gives a Heart to repent, and Prayer is a Means he 
hath appointed for the obtaining thereof, Luke 11.13. 
and hath taught us this Kind of Holy Arguing ; that 
if Parents which are evil know how to give good ii 
to their Children, how much more will our heavenly fa. 
ther give the Spirit to thoſe that ack it? | 

Hence alſo we may ſee how deſtructive to the Souls 


of Men the Popiſh Doctrine concerning Repentance is: 


For the Papiſts aſſert, that altho' a Maa live in all 


manner of Wickedneſs all his Days, yet at laſt At- 


trition alone, which is a Grief for Sia ariſing only 
from Fear of Hell, with the Sacrament of Pennance, 
which conſiſts in Auricular Confeſſion to a Prieſt, and 
in Satisfaction to God by Charitable Deeds, and it 
Abſolution from the Prieſt, is ſufficient to procure the 
-Pardon of Sin, the Infuſion of the Habits of Grace, 
and Eternal Life; and that all the Repentance in the 
World, without Auricular Confeſſion to a Prieſt (where 
he may be had) and Abſolution from him, or Deſire of it 
Where it is not to be had, will not ſave a Sinner. Bu! 
this is a Doctrine that is one of the worſt of Cheats, and 


bath nothing ſound in it; and it is as great an Encor- 


ragement to thoſe that believe it, to continue in! 


--Courſe of Sin, as can be found: For Perſons, accordin; 


to this Doctrine, may go on ſecurely in commiting 4 


manner of Wickedneſs, all their Days, without Fear ot 
Dung Heaven at laſt, if they have but Time enough te 
confeſs themſelves to a Prieſt, and receive Abſolutio 


from him. From ſi 21 Doctrine good Loi 
8 | 
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